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Venezuela To Construct 
Two Industrial Plants 


The Venezuelan Government has 
announced plans for the new $173- 
million steel mill, scheduled to start 
production in the first quarter of 1958. 

Total production, planned at 421,- 
500 metric tons annually, will consist 
of 61,500 metric tons of rails and ac- 
cessories; 60,000 metric tons of light 
structural shapes; 120,000 metric tons 
of reinforcing bars and nails; 130,000 
metric tons of seamless pipe; and 
50,000 metric tons of cast-iron pipe 
and products. 

Plans for construction of Venezuela’s 
third powdered-milk plant also have 
been announced. It will be the second 
such plant in the State of Zulia and 
will be located at Machiques. Maxi- 
mum capacity will be 200,000 liters of 
fluid milk daily. 

Additional tariff protection has 
been sought by the Graphic Arts In- 
dustries Association against imports 
of calendars and printed material. 
The Venezuelan jewelry industry is 
renewing the campaign initiated in 
1953 to alleviate import competition. 
The Government continues to study 
the petition of textile manufacturers 
who solicit higher customs duties or 
quotas on imports of light-weight fab- 
rics, especially types now being im- 
ported in quantity from Japan. 


Sales Remain High 


The volume of wholesale and retail 
sales remained high during April. 
Money continued easier and bank 
collections of a commercial nature 
in the Caracas area were generally 
satisfactory. However, collections from 
interior points remained slow. Pay- 
ments by Government agencies also 
continued behind schedule, but a 
faster rate of payment was antici- 
pated after the record-breaking Gov- 
ernment income-tax receipts of April 
and May. Prices of common stocks 
and Government-guaranteed bonds on 
the Caracas stock exchange were gen- 
erally firm, but trading was at a less 
active rate. 

Crude-petroleum production de- 
clined seasonally in April. The average 
output rate, which attained a record 
of 2,428,233 barrels a day during the 
week ended April 2, fell to 2,254,397 
barrels a day the week ended April 23. 
Nevertheless, even the latter figure 


- represents an increase of 100,000 bar- 


rels a day over the corresponding 
period a year ago. 

The Government solicited bids for 
the construction of a gas pipeline 
from Anaco in the State of Anzoate- 
gui to La Mariposa, a point immedi- 
ately south of Caracas. This line will 
furnish fuel for thermoelectric gen- 
erating facilities of the Tuy River 
water project pumping system to sup- 
ply Caracas with additional water. 
This is the Government’s first con- 
crete action to enter the natural-gas 
pipeline field. 

Socony and Sinclair jointly will con- 
struct a crude-oil pipeline from fields 
in the State of Barinas to Puerto 
Cabello. This 20-inch line will be 340 
kilometers (211 miles) in length and 
have a capacity of 100,000 barrels a 
day. Cost of construction is estimated 
at 80 million bolivars, or US$24 million. 
—U. S. Emb., Caracas. 





Development Plan Proposed 
For West Region of Nigeria 


The proposed 5-year program of eco- 
nomic development and improvement 
of social-welfare facilities for the 
Western Region of Nigeria calls for the 
expenditure of $104,758,000 (£1—US 
$2.80) over the period 1955-60. 

This plan is contained in a white 
paper which has been presented to the 
Western Regional Legislature. 

A Nigeria-wide 10-year plan of de- 
velopment and welfare was originally 
instituted in April 1946. However, when 
the country was made a Federation on 
October 1, 1954, it was necessary to 
regionalize the plan, and from that 
date each of the Federation’s constit- 
uent governments controlled that part 
of the plan which pertains to its own 
territory and to subjects within its 
constitutional jurisdiction. 

Resources from all sources available 
for the plan are estimated at £104.86 
million, with £74 million in current 
revenue and £188 million from 
marketing board loans and grants 
among the major resources considered. 

The chief emphasis of this develop- 
ment scheme has been placed on 
education, which has been given a 
quota of £34,063,000. Public health 
ranks second with £9,937,000. These 
combined account for 42 percent of 
the expected total expenditure. 

Other projects include expansion of 
urban and rural water supplies, £5.06 
million; agricultural development, £8.- 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre- 
hensive economic and business data 
to details on export and import reg- 
ulations—is quickly and directly 
available to businessmen in their 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who keep 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad, 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg- 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations—which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, 
for use by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 
7 N. Mex., Room 321 Post Office 


Atlanta 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh St. 


Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bidg 

°° fi? Ellicott St. 

Charleston ra C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Bidg., West End "Broad St. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bidg. 

Chicago 6, IIL, 226 W. Jackson Bivd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. 8. Post Office and 


Courthouse. 
Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce 8t. 
Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bidg. 
Houston 2, Tex., "430 Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonville 1, Fia., 425 Federal —_ 
a City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bldg. 
ngeles 15, Calif., 1031 8. Broadway. 
Mempt = 3, Tenn., 212 Palls Bldg. 
. Fla., 300 NE. Pirst Ave. 
Minneapois 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
Bldg. 
New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 
New York 17, N.Y., 110 EB. 45th St. 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth 8t. 
Portland 4, Oreg., 21% Old U. 8. Courthouse. 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 
Richmond 19, Va., 1103 East Main 8t. 
St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bidg. 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple 8t. 
San Francisco 11, Calif.. Room 419 Custom- 
house. 
Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 
Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers consult 
S. Government section of phone book. 





Harold C. McClellan, Assistant 
Secretary for International Affairs 


Annual subscriptions: 
to the Superintendent of Documents 
Documents, U. S. Government 
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Mineral Exports Rise Substantially 





Peruvian Economy Stable Despite Drought 


The Peruvian economic situation remained generally favorable dur- 
ing March, despite drought in the southern regions. 

Retail and wholesale trade increased more than seasonally; the free 
foreign-exchange rate remained stable; and the Central Bank’s gold 
and foreign exchange reserves declined, but only by a small amount. 


The quantity of minerals exported 
during the first quarter of 1956 was 
substantially larger than exports in 
the preceding quarter, and prices were 
relatively high. A larger percentage 
moved to the United States than in 
the preceding quarter. 


One of Peru’s worst droughts in 
recent history has resulted in heavy 
losses of foodstuffs and forage in the 
southern portion of the Andean high- 
lands. The important potato crop has 
peen reduced by at least 80 percent 
in much of the area, while losses of 
wheat, barley, corn, and pastures are 
expected to range from 35 to 60 per- 
cent. A considerable part of the in- 
crease in the wholesale price index, 
which rose by almost 3 percent be- 
tween January and February, was 
attributed to increases in prices of 
potatoes, barley, and corn—major 
products of the area affected by the 
drought. 

Two important wage settlements 
dictated by the Government in April 
indicate a change in the Govern- 
ment’s wage policy. Previously, the 
extent of the increase in the cost of 
living since the last wage determina- 
tion was given heavy weight by the 
Government in determining the 
amount of wage increases to be grant- 
ed. However, during the month, wage 
increases amounting to several times 
the cost-of-living increase were or- 
dered in settling strikes of construc- 
tion and bank workers. 


Mining Prospects Good 


Export figures on Peru’s principal 
minerals covering the first quarter of 
1956 indicate the trend in mining out- 
put. Combined lead and zinc exports 
amounted to about 73,000 metric tons 
(fine metal content) compared with 
the average quarterly tonnage of 67,- 
000 for these two metals in 1955. Cop- 
per exports moved up to slightly over 
11,500 tons, as against 10,900. 


These increases took place despite 
power shortages, slow-downs, and 
other difficulties in operations caused 
by an unseasonable drought in the 
central Andean area of Peru during 
the past 6 months. Iron ore, produced 
on the coast and unaffected by the 
lack of rain, reached a record export 
of 664,000 tons for the first quarter of 
this year, indicating that Peru’s 1956 
ferrous production may be well over 
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2% million tons, or an increase of 
more than 50 percent from the pre- 
ceding year. 

Given present firmness of world 
metal quotations and barring any un- 
foreseen circumstances, it is expected 
that the present rate of mineral pro- 
duction and export will be maintained 
or accelerated throughout the year. 
The year 1956 probably will be the 
best for mining in Peru’s history, in 
both tonnage produced and value of 
minerals exported. 


U. S. Major Consumer 


The United States has resumed its 
position as major consumer of Peru’s 
lead and zinc output. Of the 73,000 
tons of these two metals exported dur- 
ing the quarter, over 51,000 tons went 
to the United States, the balance 
being marketed principally in Europe. 

The Peruvian Transport Corp., Ltd., 
a newly incorporated Canadian com- 
pany, now controls, as a result of an 
exchange of securities, the Pernvian 
corporation—formerly a British com- 
pany. It plans to dieselize the Central 
Railway, one of the principal proper- 
ties of the Peruvian corporation. Bids 
on 11 double diesel-electric locomo- 
tives are being studied. 

An assembly plant will be installed 
in Lima by an American company for 
the production of IBM electrical type- 
writers and other electrical equip- 
ment, the press reports. The new 
plant is to start operation within 60 
days, and it is expected that electrical 
typewriters assembled in Lima will be 
available for export by the end of 1956. 


Malteria Lima has started construc- 
tion of a plant to produce malt from 
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Peruvian barley. Imports of malt in 
1954 were valued at approximately $1.9 
million, 156 percent more than was 
imported in 1950. Imports have been 
coming primarily from the United 
States, Canada, Chile and Argentina. 

A Peruvian concern, Compania Celu- 
losica y Papelera del Norte 8. A., re- 
portedly plans to undertake the pro- 
duction of paper bags, for cement and 
sugar, made of bagasse, the fibrous 
residuant from sugar cane. Daily pro- 
duction is expected to be about 15 
tons and is to begin in about 3 months. 
The company has been producing 
wrepping paper since 1952. 

The French construction firm Entre- 
prises Metropolitaines et Coloniales is 
said to be interested in the proposed 
Paita and Pisco port works. The com- 
pany has proposed to undertake a 
preliminary survey and to prepare the 
final projects and the financing plans. 
It is reported that financing would be 
through medium-term credits. 

The Minister of Development and 


(Continued on Page 17) 


Measures Adopted at ECC of 
Central American Isthmus — 


The principal resolutions approved 
at the third meeting of the Econdmic 
Cooperation Committee of the Central 
American Isthmus were those looking 
toward the establishment of a Cen- 
tral American Multilateral Free Trade 
Treaty, the encouragement of partici- 
pation by Central American private 
investment capital in industry, and 
the development of a regional indus- 
try program. 

The meeting was held in Managua, 
Nicaragua, in January, and was at- 
tended by delegations from the com- 
mittee’s five member countries— 
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, and Nicaragua—an obser- 
ver from Panama, and representa- 
tives from seven international or- 
ganizations. 

Among the industries considered 
to be within the capabilities of the 
member countries for local develop- 
ment were: Petroleum derivatives, 
fertilizers, insecticides and fungicides, 
veterinary products, tiologicals and 
injection vials, tires and tubes, paints, 
varnishes and inks, ceramics, glass, 
plastic and metal containers, cellu- 
lose and paper, fish products, welded 
pipes, and absorbent cotton. The 
committee indicated that the Cen- 
tral American area might eventually 
become self-sufficient in these prod- 
ucts—U. S. Emb., Managua. 
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Nicaraguan Coffee, Cotton Output Yugoslav Foreign Trade 
Registers Substantial Declines 


Nicaraguan business activity was spotty during the first quarter of 


1956. 


Though cotton and coffee prices were considerably better than had 
been predicted, both crops suffered substantial drops in production. 
Coffee yields fell some 25 percent and cotton, 20 percent from last year’s 


harvests, and some farmers were hav- 
ing difficulty meeting crop loan pay- 
ments. 

The cost-of-living indexes for Feb- 
ruary and March were 756 and 743 
(1949100), 27 and 15 points, respec- 
tively, higher than for the correspond- 
ing months in 1955 but well below the 
1955 average of 770. 

Wholesale and retail trade was be- 
low normal. Importers also were cau- 
tious in placing orders, which reflected 
the concern in commercial circles re- 
garding the adverse effect which un- 
paid crop loans might have on sales 
levels, particularly in demand for farm 
equipment and machinery. The drain 
on disposable income caused by the 
heavy expenditure by Nicaraguan 
tourists in Costa Rica during Holy 
Week also contributed to commercial 
sluggishness. 

A German trade mission visited 
Managua in February after the de- 
parture of a traveling display of Cali- 
fornia products, sponsored by the Los 
Angeles Junior Chamber of Commerce. 
The German group emphasized Ger- 
many’s desire to expand trade with 
Nicaragua. 

Nicaraguan exports to Germany in 
1955 amounted to $13.1 million and 
imports of German goods were valued 
at $43 million. Nicaraguan exports 
to the United States in 1955 amounted 
to $30 million, as compared with 
imports of $44.9 million. Nicaragua’s 
trade with Germany was second in 
value only to that with the United 
States, Nicaragua’s principal trading 
partner. 

The Ministry of Economy continued 
to investigate medicinal drug prices, 
a number of foreign suppliers being 
requested to furnish cost data cover- 
ing their products on sale in Nicara- 
gua. The Ministry was given legis- 
lative approval to take measures to 
effect a price reduction 


Government Revenues Down 


Though gold and foreign-exchange 
holdings, which amounted to $22.1 
million at the end of the quarter, 
were well above the $16.7 reported a 
year before, Government revenues in 
February and March were 600,000 
cordobas (1 cordoba=US$0.1418 at the 
official rate) below the total for the 
like 1955 period. 


Officials of the U. S. Export-Import 
Bank visiting Nicaragua late in March 
consulted with high Government of- 
ficials and leading businessmen re- 
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garding the Bank’s activities in Nica- 
ragua. The U. S. officials. stressed the 
Bank’s interest in assisting the pri- 
vate as well as the Government in- 
vestment sector and indicated a fa- 
vorable attitude toward “regional” 
industrial development within the ex- 
panding program of Central Ameri- 
can economic integration. 

Production of the 1955-56 coffee 
crop was estimated at 400,000 quintals 
(1 quintal = 101.4 pounds), a 25 per- 
cent drop from the record production 
of 540,000 quintals in the preceding 
crop year. Approximately one-half of 
the exportable coffee had been ship- 
ped by the end of the quarter, nearly 
all through the port of San Juan del 
Sur. Domestic coffee requirements 
were estimated at around 60,000 quin- 
tals, or 15 percent of the estimated 
total crop. 

Price quotations for Nicaraguan 
mild coffees increased gradually dur- 
ing February and March. The price 
at the end of the quarter was more 
than $0.70 a pound. However, a 
few growers had disposed of their 
coffee late in 1955 on the futures 
market for prices as low as $0.57 
a pound, and a considerable portion 
of the crop had been sold before the 
price reached the $0.70 mark. 

By the end of the quarter the Gov- 
ernment’s Cotton Classifying Office 
had processed 136,000 bales (500 
pounds each) of the total cotton crop, 
estimated at 160,000 bales, some 37,000 
bales less than the record crop of the 
preceding year, despite a 30-percent 
increase in cotton plantings. Seven- 
teen gins with a total of 78 stands were 
in operation during the ginning season. 

Trade reports indicated that var- 
ious factors, including this year’s 
poor crop and announcement of the 
U. S. cotton disposal program, would 
lead to a 30-percent reduction in the 
acreage planted to cotton for the next 
crop. The President promised assist- 
ance in the form of more liberal 
loan terms to cotton producers, grant- 
ing loans for the purchase of ferti- 
lizers, and the establishment of a 
Government soil-examination labora- 
tory. 

Nearly all cotton from the current 
crop had been sold by the end of Feb- 
ruary at prices averaging $0.31—$0.32 
a pound. 

Emergency imports of corn and 
beans were expected to be needed for 


(Continued on Page 17) 


At Record High in 1955 


Yugoslavia’s exchange of goods with 
foreign countries reached a new high 
in 1955, imports totaling more than 
25 percent above the preceding year. 


The record import volume, valued 
at $432 million, far exceeded exports 
with a value of $247 million, a gain 
of less than 3 percent over 1954. The 
resulting trade deficit of $185 million 
was almost double 1954, but was largely 
covered by foreign aid, which rose in 
the same proportion as imports. 


The major factor determining the 
size of Yugoslavia’s trade deficit in 
recent years has been the crop harvest, 
Even in good crop years, Yugoslavia 
is no longer a net exporter of agri- 
cultural products, but following a 
drought year exports of foodstuffs 
drop off sharply and emergency food 
imports swell the payments deficit, 
Last year, the decrease in agricultural 
production following the 1954 drought 
was coupled with rising industrial 
activity and domestic consumption, 
which required larger imports of raw 
materials and equipment and drew 
from potential exports. 

Yugoslavia last year imported food- 
stuffs valued at more than $120 mil- 
lion, an increase of 47 percent over 
the preceding year, while exports in 
this category decreased by 22 percent 
to only about $58 million. The largest 
import item for the year was $76 mil- 
lion worth of surplus wheat con- 
tributed under the U. S. foreign aid 
program. The chronic fat shortage 
was relieved by greatly augmented 
lard imports from the Netherlands 
and of butter and margarine from 
the United States. Substantial in- 
creases in coffee and sugar imports 
reflected the growing emphasis on 
consumer goods and increasing activ- 
ity in the Yugoslav canning industry. 


Textile Items in Demand 

The rise in raw-material imports 
was nearly equal to that in food- 
stuffs. Textile fibers, yarns, and tex- 
tile machinery were in particularly 
strong demand. The overall increase 
of nearly 70 percent in textile-fiber 
imports was attributable only in small 
part to larger U. S. cotton imports, 
which were valued at only $17 million 
compared with total cotton imports 
of $39 million and total raw-fiber im- 
ports of $58 million. Wool and syn- 
thetic staple fiber made up the bulk 
of remaining textile fiber imports. 
Other important raw-material imports 
were hides for the growing Yugoslav 
leather industry, and crude natural 
rubber. 

Fuel, fertilizer and machinery im- 
ports reflected the overall rise. Coal 
imports were up from $11 million in 
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1954 to nearly $20 million in 1955. The 
United States was the foremost coal 
supplier, with a little over half of 
coal imports covered by U. 8S. aid. Non- 
electrical machinery imports rose 
from $64 million in 1954 to $75 mil- 
lion in 1955. The rise was due pri- 
marily to a $13-million increase in 
imports of textile machinery, mostly 
spinning machines from Japan. Elec- 
trical equipment imports totaled $22 
million, as compared with $17 million 
in 1954, and imports of transport 
equipment were up from $10 million 
to $14 million. Imports of passenger 
autos totaled about $3.6 million, with 
Italy the major supplier. 


In contrast to the general rise, 
imports of base metals and semi- 
manufactures chiefly iron and steel 
products, fell to only $20 million from 
the high 1954 level of $26 million. 


Export Rise Moderate 


Because of the heavy requirements 
of expanding domestic industry, most 
categories of Yugoslav exports in 
1955 showed only moderate increases, 
which were barely sufficient to offset 
the sharp decline in foodstuffs ex- 
ports. Livestock exports declined from 
$17 million in 1954 to $12 million in 
1955, and corn exports, which totaled 
$9 million in 1954, were reduced to 
only $20,000. Fruit and vegetable ex- 
ports, however, continued to grow, 
the Soviet Union taking large quan- 
tities of dried prunes and other tradi- 
tional Yugoslav fruit exports. At $21 
million, fruits and vegetables have 
succeeded livestock as Yugoslavia’s 
most important food export. 


Tobacco exports in 1955 totaled $17 
million, as compared with only $8 mil- 
lion in 1954, the United States and 
France being the principal purchasers. 
Lumber, at $44 million, retained first 
place among Yugoslav exports, but 
declined slightly from the preceding 
year’s level, while exports of wood 
manufactures, especially boxes and 
furniture, showed a marked increase. 
A reduction of $1 million in electrolytic 
copper exports was more than offset 
by a $3-million increase in exports of 
copper rods. Appreciable gains were 
shown by most other major exports, 
such as hemp, leather, bauxite, mer- 
cury, pyrites, and lead. However, ex- 
ports of machinery and transport 
equipment at $4 million were only 
about half the 1954 volume. 


U. S. First Supplier 


The United States continues to rank 
first as a supplier of Yugoslav imports, 
and is third in importance as a market. 
Yugoslavia’s imports from the United 
States in 1955 totaled $144 million, an 
increase of more than 50 percent from 
the 1954 level of $95 million. The 
United States last year supplied a 
slightly higher percentage of total im- 
ports: 33 percent, as compared with 


(Continued on Page 16) 
June 4, 1956 


Coffee Prices, Farm Employment 
Boost El Salvadoran Economy 


Good coffee prices and seasonally high agricultural gr ogy were 


the chief reasons for the continuing prosperity of t 


e Salvadoran 


economy in the first quarter of 1956. 
Although concern over the March 4 Presidential elections caused some 
business slowdown in February and early March, quick recovery followed 


the orderly outcome, and the an- 
nouncement by the newly elected Pres- 
ident, Colonel Jose Maria Lemus, that 
his government—which will assume 
office September 14—would follow the 
same ecoriomic program as the pres- 
ent Administration. 

By the end of March only an esti- 
mated 55,000-60,000 bags of 60 kilo- 
grams each from the small 1955-56 
coffee crop—920,000-950,000 bags—re- 
mained unsold. Prices rose steadily 
in January and February, reaching 
US$0.72 a pound f. o. b., but tapered 
off in March to US$0.63-US$0.64 for 
shipments destined to the United 
States, and US$0.02-US$0.03 higher 
for Europe. 


Cotton Prices Rise 


At the end of February cotton ex- 
ports had reached approximately 
110,000 bales from a crop originally 
estimated at 130,000 bales. With local 
consumption expected to amount to 
some 8,000 bales, the Cotton Cooper- 
ative suspended sales pending a more 
precise determination of the crop size. 
Concurrently, prices rose to US$0.345 
a pound, compared with the average 
of about US$0.30 throughout the crop 
year. Not many planters will sustain 
losses at this average, but profits will 
be cut severely and the coming crop- 
year acreage may be reduced. 

Following the announcement that 


the U. S. Department of Agriculture 
would place surplus cotton stocks on 
the world market at competitive prices 
after August 1, the Cotton Coopera- 
tive urged growers to take marginal 
land out of production and reduce 
costs. To assist in the latter, the 
Government announced lower prices 
for fertilizers and insecticides sold to 
growers and some reduced rates for 
aerial crop dusting. 


The Salvadoran Grain Stabilization 
Board purchased 12,000 tons of an 
estimated requirement of 42,000 tons 
of white corn to avoid a repetition of 
last year’s corn shortage; and the 
Ministry of Argiculture announced 
that limited quantities of hybrid corn 
were available to interested growers. 
Use of hybrids is expected to be the 
major means of increasing produc- 
tion of this Salvadoran diet staple. 

The quarter’s highlight in industry 
was the March 17 official inaugura- 
tion of the joint United States-Sal- 
vadoran financed soluble-coffee plant. 
The product is being marketed locally 
under the trade name “Listo” while 





& blander type for blending is being 
shipped by air to the United States. 

Benefits under the Processing In- 
dustries Development Law were 
proved for a proposed paint and var- 
nish plant, the first of its kind in 
eh a = thei a small enter- 
8) manufac storage-battery 
parts. Construction of a US$1.6-mil- 
lion sugar refinery to process further 
the centrifugal sugar produced by the 
country’s 21 mills is under considera- 
tion by the sugar industry. The local 
henequen bag factory announced that 
the installation of new machinery on 
order would increase its annual out- 
put to 5 million bags from the present 
1.5 million. 

Private and public construction ac- 
tivity was at its height in the quarter, 
the peak dry season. In February, 
preliminary work was instituted on 
3 sections of the coastal highway, 
and in March orders were issued 
to proceed with construction of the 2 
remaining sections. Construction bids 
on the Acajutla breakwater-pier proj- 
ect were closed on February 20, and 
the contract was awarded in mid-April 
to the West German firm, Salzgitter 
Industriebau Gesellschaft MBH. Al- 
most simultaneously, the Salvadoran 
Government authorized the Interna- 
tional Railways of Central America 
to proceed with plans for extending 
the pier at Cutuco at an estimated 
cost of US$240,000. 


Foreign Trade at New High 

El Salvador’s foreign trade in 1955— 
latest figures available—set new highs 
for imports and exports. Imports were 
valued at 0US$91,255,000, compared 
with US$86,742,000 in 1954; and ex- 
ports reached US$106,931,000, against 
US$105,044,800 the preceding year. 
The U. S. position in El Salvador’s 
foreign trade declined, amounting to 
56.9 percent of the country’s imports 
—59.1 percent in 1954—and 64.3 per- 
cent of its exports—72.1 percent in 
1954. 

Indicative of other countries’ in- 
terest in expanding trade with El Sal- 
vador, were the visits to El Salvador 
in the quarter of trade missions from 
Japan and West Germany, and a 
most-favored-nation trade agreement 
with the Netherlands. The trade ex- 
position, California Products on 
Wings, sponsored by the Los Angeles 


(Continued on Page 17) 
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Colombian Business Conditions 
Remain at Satisfactory Level 


Colombia’s general business conditions remained at a satisfactory 
level during the period March 15-April 15, with the usual lull during 


the Easter holiday season. 


In anticipation of firmer import regulations, adjustments in many 
instances had been made in business operating policies, and in general 


importers and the business sector 
were not surprised by the economic 
and monetary measures enacted by 
the Government (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, May 14, p. 10). 

The demand for loans continued 
strong but commercial banks were 
following a very careful policy. The 
impact of the new decrees and mone- 
tary measures is not yet fully appar- 
ent but will tend to tighten the loan 
market still further. 


The stock market turned weak im- 
mediately following the promulgation 
of the decrees, but recovered by the 
end of the period, because of good 
earnings reports and better dividends. 
Trading volume increased and many 
favorite issues gained. 


Measures Enacted 


The business and financial commu- 
nity was preoccupied with the Gov- 
ernment’s measures to reduce the 
pressure on Official exchange re- 
sources, establish equilibrium in the 
balance-of-payments situation, and 
catch up on the remittance backlog. 


The Office of Exchange Registry 
ceased processing import-license ap- 
plications on April 4, and remained 
closed until April 9 following the is- 
suance of the Government’s decree 
No. 0732 transferring a large number 
of commodity imports from preferen- 
tial group to group I and from group 
I to special group II categories. 


On April 11 the Government put 
into force three additional decrees: 
No. 0811 ordering the commercial 
banks to divest themselves of all 
ownership interest in deposit ware- 
houses, No. 0812 suspending barter 
trade, and No. 0813 increasing the 
prior deposit to be paid by the im- 
porter at time of issuance of the 
import license. 


The Minister of Finance announced 
in an accompanying statement that 
by administrative actions of the 
Banco de la Republica that reserve 
requirements of commercial banks 
against deposits exceeding the level 
of deposits as of April 11 would be 
78 percent instead of 18 percent; that 
the rediscount rate was raised from 
4 to 5 percent on 25 percent of the 
commercial banks’ rediscountable 
“line”; that 25 percent of the face val- 
ue would now have to be deposited by 
the applicant with the Banco de la 
Republica before issuance of a letter 
of credit by a commercial bank; and 
that the increased amount of the 


6 





prior deposit must be deposited with 
the Banco de la Republica. 

The Minister of Finance said that 
demand on official exchange has been 
reduced to US$350 million annually 
and that despite rumors the Gov- 
ernment is not contemplating the 
peso’s devaluation. 

Only small amounts of exchange 
were released up to the end of the 
period March 15-April 15, when the 
Office of Exchange Registry an- 
nounced that US$10 million would be 
released during the week which began 
April 15. It was also reported that this 
release would cover items registered 
through November 17, 1955, making 
the present arrearage about 5 months. 
Total exchange income for the year 
to mid-April was US$130 million, ac- 
cording to the Banco de la Repub- 
lica. It is understood that with the 
new decrees and regulations in effect 
more substantial amounts of exchange 
will be released during the latter part 
of April. 


Free-Market Peso Weakens 


The free-market peso weakened 
sharply following the announcement 
of the new decrees. Speculative buy- 
ing was a factor, but in addition there 
was some substantial institutional 
buying in the free market as a result 
of the increasing arrearage in remit- 
tance of official exchange. The free- 
market rate was 4.25 on March 15 and 
446 on April 15. Rumors persist that 
there will be a reduction in the coffee 
reintegro price or other measures by 
the Government to permit more dol- 
lars to enter the free market. 


The Associacion Nacional de In- 
dustriales (ANDI) has been reserved 
in its preliminary statements about 
the decrees. However, it is under- 
stood that ANDI will present the Gov- 
ernment with a detailed analysis of 
them and will offer suggestions to 
minimize their impact on industrial 
activity. 


Prospects for the establishment of 
new industries continued to hold a 
prominent place in the public atten- 
tion. Sieberling Rubber Corp. inaugu- 
rated its tire plant on March 20, which 
when in full operation will make Co- 
lombia self-sufficient in automobile 
tires. It was also announced that 
the German firm of Okal will begin 
production of prefabricated houses 
during April with a production sched- 
ule of 7,000 units a year. Extensive 





Brochure Summarizes 
BFC Services 


Services rendered to foreign 
traders and investors by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce are 
summarized in a new brochure 
published by RCA Communica- 
tions, Inc., a service of the Radio 
Corporation of America. 

The leaflet describes how the 
BFC helps U. S. businessmen de- 
velop markets abroad; test a 
product’s export potential; lo- 
cate foreign supply sources; ob- 
tain an export license; find 
foreign sales representatives; 
prepare shipments for export; 
make foreign-licensing arrange- 
ments; establish branch plants 
and offices abroad; locate for- 
eign-investment opportunities; 
and collect data on a country’s 
economic development. 

The international trade fair 
program of the Department of 
Commerce also is described, as 
well as key publications on world 
trade. 

The brochure may be obtained 
on request from RCA Communi- 
cations, Inc., 66 Broad Street, 
New York 4, N. Y. 











plans for exploration of the Magda- 
lena coal deposits by German interests 
were also announced. 

A few collective contracts were 
signed during the month which pro- 
vided wage increases for workers, but 
wages did not move up generally. 
Prices continued to rise gradually, 
but both Government and labor of- 
ficials were anxious over the recent 
import decrees’ impact on the do- 
mestic price level Government 
spokesmen have made public state- 
ments about the possibility of adopt- 
ing various price and rent control 
measures.—U. S. Emb., Bogota. 





Development Plan.. . 
(Continued from Page 2) 

687 million; road development, £4 mil- 
lion; public works and maintenance, 
£6.962 million; forestry, £1.129 million; 
electricity, £1 million; Production De- 
velopment Board, £4.5 million; and 
Finance Corporation, £2.25 million. 

A loan copy of this development 
scheme is available from the Near 
Eastern and African Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 





_.U. 8S. dried-bean exports continued 
to fall in 1955, totaling 138 million 
pounds compared with 204 million in 
1954 and 287 million in 1953, accord- 
ing to the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture. Reduced European demand 
was the principal cause of the drop. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





India To Follow New 
Industrial Policy 


The Government of India will as- 
sume direct responsibility for future 
development of industries over a 
wider area under a new industrial 
policy announced in Parliament on 
April 30 to supersede the course estab- 
lished in 1948. 

To implement the new policy, In- 
dian industries are divided into three 
categories. The first, or schedule A, 
includes industries whose future de- 
velopment will be the State’s exclusive 
responsibility: 


Arms and ammunition and allied items of 
defense equipment; atomic energy; iron and 
steel; heavy castings and forgings of iron 
and steel; heavy plants and machinery re- 
quired for iron and steel production, mining, 
machine-tool manufacture, and such other 
basic industries as may be specified by the 
Central Government; heavy electrical plants, 
including large hydraulic and steam tur- 
bines; coal and lignite; mineral oils. 

Mining of iron ore, manganese ore, chrome 
ore, gypsum, sulfur, gold, and diamonds; 
mining and processing of copper, lead, zinc, 
tin, molybdenum and wolfram; minerals spec- 
ified in the schedule of Atomic En 
(Control of Production and Use) Order 1953. 

Aircraft; air transport; railway transport; 
shipbuilding; telephones and telephone cables; 
telegraph and wireless apparatus, excluding 
radio receiving sets; generation and distribu- 
tion of electricity. 


The second category, or schedule B, 
consists of industries which will be 
progressively State-owned. The State 
therefore will generally take the in- 

(Continued on Page 13) 





Jamaica Increases Duties, 
Tax on Beer, Sweet Drinks 


The Jamaican general import duty 
rate on beer, including ale, stout, 
porter, and other fermented beverages, 
applicable to imports from the United 
States, has been raised from 8 shill- 
ings 6 pence to 9 shillings 3% pence 
per imperial gallon, under an order 
signed by the Governor in Council on 
April 9. 

The preferential rate, applicable to 
imports from Commonwealth sources, 
is increased from 6 shillings 10% 
pence to 7 shillings 8 pence per 
imperial gallon. 

The excise tax on beer and sweet 
drinks manufactured for sale is in- 
creased from 3 shillings 44% pence to 
4 shillings 2 pence a gallon. 

Beer and sweet drinks of a strength 
greater than 20° proof, however, are 
considered as spirits for the purpose 
of ascertaining duties chargeable, 
under an excise duties (beer and 
Sweets) resolution effective April 23, 
1956. Sweet drinks are defined as any 
liquor other than beer or spirits made 
from sugar, or from fruit and sugar 
or from fruit and sugar mixed with 
any other material, which has under- 


gone a process of fermentation in 
manufacture. 


June 4, 1956 


Mexico Revises Duties, Controls 


Mexico has deleted 29 import tariff 
classifications from its list of items 
requiring prior import permits from 
the Ministry of Economy, and has 
added 4 new items to the list, effective 
April 7. 


Mexican import duties have been 
increased, effective April 13, on cer- 
tain grinding balls and on strip steel 
for razor blades, and new specific im- 
port classifications have been estab- 
lished for various synthetic resins. 


Export duties have been reduced on 
pumpkins and melons and new spe- 
cific export classifications established 
for chayote, burnt-sugar preparations, 
and metallic cadmium, effective April 
20. 


Following are the list of items re- 
moved from or added to the list of 
items requiring a Ministry of Econ- 
omy import permit: 


Items Removed From Control List 

501.26.04. Vanillin and its substitutes. 

510.00.00. Chestnut tanning extract. 

510.00.01. Quebracho tanning extract. 

‘ oa. Vegetal tanning extracts, not speci- 
ed. 

574.00.99. Prepared chemical reagents for 
laboratories, not specified. 

593.02.08. Benzothiazole preparations, acetal- 
dehyde-anilines, derivatives of guanidine, and 
organic and Ss salts and their 
mixtures used to accelerate vulcanization of 
rubber. 

593.02.09. Amino or phenolic compounds and 
their derivatives, and mixtures of these prod- 
ucts, used to retard oxidation of rubber. 


593.03.01. Gold salts solutions for decorating 
porcelain or glass, even when containing or- 
ganic substances. 

610.04.01. Sheets of cellulose acetate weighing 
over 25 grams per square decimeter. 

610.06.01. Tubes with a base of vinylic potas 
weighing up to 1 kilogram per lineal meter 

670.02.09. Iron or steel cable, even with core 
of vegetable fibers, up to 5 centimeters in 
diameter. 


670.02.10. Same, over 5 centimeters in diam- 
eter. 


680.15.01. Hooks of iron or steel of all kinds 
for hand weaving. 

680.99.96. Manufactures of iron or steel, 
weighing up to 1 kilogram each, not specified. 

680.99.97. Same, weighing over 1 but not 
over 10 kilograms each. 


680.99.98. Same, pains over 10 but not 
over 50 kilograms each 


711.02.00. Milking machines. 

711.02.01. Cream separators or skimmers. 

718.15.01. Apparatus for regulating pressure 
of liquids or gases, attached to valves or 
manometers. 

721.10.00. Mechanical tools, electric, 
matic, or explosion, hand-operated, 
kind. 

735.02.04. Electric iron weighing over 2 kilo- 
grams with injector or water chamber for 
producing steam. 

742.02.02. Iron or steel balls measuring over 6 
centimeters in diameter for grinding machines. 

742.04.02. Wringers assembled as an operating 
unit for washing machines. 

743.04.99. Separate and re’ 
ing machines, not specified. 


743.05.00. Separate parts and assembly ma- 
terial, neither painted nor enameled, for re- 
frigerators operating on combustible liquids 
pd gases, except cabinets and separate parts 
or same, 


743.05.01. Separate parts and assembly ma- 
terial, neither painted nor enameled, for elec- 


tric refrigerators, except cabinets and sepa- 
rate parts for same. 


neu- 
any 


parts for wash- 


743.07.00. and repair parts for hand- 
operated mechanical tools. 


803.01.00. Aprons of leather or skin without 
hair, even containing fabrics other than of 
animal or artificial fibers. 


890.01.00. Harmonicas of all kinds. 
Items Added to Control List 

253.02.00. Regenerated wool. 

500.06.00. Anhydrous mia in tank cars. 

760.04.00. Incomplete cles, such being 
considered their structures when: their shape 
identifies them as for bicycles. 

760.04.99. Incomplete Yehicles, not specified, 
such being considered their structures when 
their form identifies them as for vehicles. 

Chicory seed for coffee adultera- 
tion, as announced on April 7, require , 
an import permit from the 
of Health and Welfare, under a deci- 
sion of that Ministry issued on 
March 16. 

Import classifications for which 
duties have been increased and the 
new import classifications established, 
together with their duties, specific in 
p2sos per legal kilogram unless other- 
wise specified and percent ad valorem, 
are as follows: 


Import Classifications 


501.07.22. Vinyl acetate in Pe form. (vinyl 
monomer): 0.30 peso and 5 percent. 

570.00.08. Polyvinyl acetate emulsions (ther- 
moplastic vinyl resin) in liquid form: 0.15 
peso, 15 percent. 

570.00.09. Polyvinyl acetate in solid form, and 
thermoplastic compounds thereof, even if pig- 
mented: 0.15 peso, 15 percent. 

570.00.10. Polyvinyl chloride in solid form and 
thermoplastic compounds thereof, even if pig- 
mented: 0.15 peso, 15 percent. 

670.07.00. Strips of carbon a alloy steel, 
cold-rolled, neither tempered nor perforated, 
up to 0.30 millimeter jin thickness and up to 

centimeters in width, = — blades: 0.05 
kilogram, 2 


percent. 
maximum allowable width to 17 centimeters 
from former 30 millimeters.) 

742.02.01. Iron or steel balls for grinding 
machines, measuring up to 6 centimeters in 


(Continued on Page 13) 





Peru Lowers Retail Prices 
On Imported Wine, Liquor 


The Peruvian Government has 
taken measures which in effect reduce 
by one-third the retail prices of im- 
ported wines and liquors. 

Retail prices for these products are 
established, under a Supreme decree of 
April 24, at twice the cost of the prod- 
uct, which includes the general ex- 
penses of the Peruvian Wines and 
Spirits Monopoly (Caja de Depositos y 
Consignaciones). 

Formerly retail prices of wines and 
liquors were fixed at three times the 
cost of the product. 

Liquor importers assert that this 
price reduction will serve to stimulate 
demand for imported products. 

In Peru import of wines and spirits 
is administered by the Government 
monopoly, which also fixes margins for 
wholesalers and retailers —U. S. Emb., 
Lima. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Japan Sets Basic Film 
Import Quota at 164 


The basic quota fixed by Japan for 
import of foreign films in the fiscal 
year ending March 31, 1957, is for 164, 
as announced on April 9. 

Of this number 122 films are allo- 
cated on a global basis and 42 to the 
nondollar area exclusively. 

Under the global allocation, the 10 
major U. S. film companies are given 
a total share of 102.09 films and 11 
independent distributors, 19.91 films. 
About 16 distributors will share the 42 
films allotted the nondollar area. 

In addition to the basic quota, 8 
bonus films will be divided among 
companies importing into Japan the 
best-quality pictures, and exporters of 
Japanese films will be given the privi- 
lege of importing 15 foreign films, 
which will be allocated on the basis of 
foreign exchange earned. Thus, the 
total quota for all feature-film imports 
this year will be 187. The import 
quotas for newsreels is set at 260 and 
for short subjects at 100. 


The remittance rate for film earn- 
ings is increased. For U. 8S. films im- 
ported under a percentage rental sys- 
tem, the remittance will be limited to 
25 percent of distribution income if 
the nonresident’s share of receipts is 
not more than 60 percent and to 22 
percent if it is more than 60 percent. 
These new percentage remittances 
compare with 19 percent and 14 per- 
cent, respectively, in 1955. 

The Ministry of Finance is con- 
sidering means by which yen profits 
currently blocked may be remitted. 





EI Salvador Cuts Duties on 
Some Cattle, Hogs, Hides 


Salvadoran import duties on cattle 
and swine other than purebred and on 
hides and skins have been sharply re- 
duced, and in addition the products 
are exempted from the 6-percent con- 
sular tax on c. 1. f. value. 

Tariff items affected and their new 
duty rates, .n U. S. dollars per 100 
gross kilograms unless otherwise spec- 
ified, and former rates, shown in 
parentheses, are as follows: 


cree Nonpurebred cattle, $1 a head 

115-1-01-001. Nonpurebred swine, $0.25 a 
head ($7). 

311-1-10-001. Raw hides with or without 
hair, fresh 


7 $2 ($35). 
311-1-20-001. Same, of caprines, $2 ($35). 


311-1-40-001. Same, of bovines, $2 ($35). 

311-f-50-001. Same, of porcines, $2 ($35). 

This measure, put into force by 
legislative decree No. 2081, effective 
April 12, is designed to encourage pro- 
duction of animals for slaughter and 
development of the domestic tanning 
industry.—U. S. Emb., San Salvador. 





Singapore Requires Cars 
To Reduce Radiation 


All internal combustion en- 
gines in Singapore other than 
aircraft and foreign vessel en- 
gines will be required, effective 
July 1, to be fitted with ignition 
suppressor equipment to reduce 
electromagnetic radiation. 

Engines will be denied entry 
into the Colony after July 1 
if they exceed the minimum 
radiation permitted. Those now 
in Singapore, whether or not al- 
ready in use, must be adjusted 
to meet the requirements by 
June 30, 1958. 

Designed to cut interference, 
especially by automobiles, with 
radio transmission and recep- 
tion, the new regulations may 
affect exporters of American cars 
not carrying such apparatus as 
part of their standard equip- 
ment. Before shipping automo- 
biles to Singapore exporters 
therefore should obtain from 
their foreign buyers information 
on technical requirements.— 
Cons. Gen., Singapore. 











Germany Allots Sum 
For Technical Aid 


The sum of 5.5 million marks, or 
US$1.3 million will be made available 
during fiscal year 1956-57 for German 
technical assistance to underdeveloped 
countries, the Federal German Eco- 
nomics Ministry has announced. 

This amount compares with 700,000 
marks, or $167,000, allocated for the 
same purpose in 1955-56. Of the new 
allotment 3.5 million marks will come 
from Federal budget funds and 2 mil- 
lion marks will be drawn from 
counterpart funds. 

The primary purpose of the German 
technical assistance program, which 
has been in operation for 2 years, is 
to place German know-how and ex- 
perience in technical and economic 
matters at the disposal of underde- 
veloped countries. The program has 
become increasingly more difficult to 
carry out as it has become harder 
to find experts who are available and 
willing to leave Germany. In general, 
the Federal Republic pays the experts’ 
traveling costs and fees and the for- 
eign country assumes other expenses. 

A five-man team of experts is now 
in Bolivia, a group of forestry spe- 
cialists and industrial organization 
experts are in Chile, a permanent 
consulting office for fruit and vege- 
table processing is established in Leb- 
anon, and another team is scheduled 


(Continued on Page 10) 


W. Germany Opens 
U. S. Import Quotas 


The Federal Republic of Germany 
has established quotas for import of 
a number of industrial materials from 
the’ United States, as announced in 
mid-May. 

Included in the list of items are 
estron threads of acetate, various 
plastic goods, fuel oil, and artificial 
rubber. 

Licenses for import from the United 
States of estron threads of acetate 
(rayon) to be used for the manufac- 
ture of cigarette filters will be granted 
until a quota of 2.75 million German 
marks is utilized or until July 31, 
whichever is sooner. (4.2 German 
marks=US$1). Reexport of the ma- 
terials will not be permitted. 

Licenses will be granted for import 
from ali dollar countries of all plastic 
goods except packing material, arti- 
ficial sausage casings, and fancy goods 
until an unannounced quota is utilized 
but not after July 31. Reexport of 
these goods also will not be permitted. 

Import from the United States of 
fuel oil originating in Aruba, Nether- 
lands West Indies; Saudi Arabia; or 
the Bahrein Islands will be licensed 
until an unannounced quota is reached 
but not later than December 31. Re- 
export will not be permitted and im- 
port contracts must be f. o. b. only 
and delivery terms for no longer than 
18 months. 

For import from the United States 
and Canada of artificial oilproof 
rubber (neoprene, hypalon, and butyl- 
caoutchouc) and artificial rubber 
(copolymerisate of butadien/styrene - 
GR-S - and cold rubber) licenses will 
be granted until an unannounced 
quota value is reached or until Sep- 
tember 30. No reexport will be per- 
mitted, and special types of these 
commodities may be excluded from 
the quotas.—U. S. Emb., Bonn. 





EI Salvador To Control 
Import of All Matches 


Import into El Salvador of matches 
in bulk or in packages of any kind 
has been placed under control of the 
Salvadoran Ministry of Economy. 

In whatever manner matches are 
imported, boxes sold to the public 
must contain at least 35 lights, and 
the same limitation applies also to 
matches of domestic production. 

The new regulation was put in force 
by legislative decree No. 37 published 
in the Diario Oficial of April 16, to be- 
come effective 60 days thereafter— 
U. S. Emb., San Salvador. 





The 1955-56 orange crop in the State 
of Sao Paulo, Brazil, is estimated at . 
8 million boxes, the largest crop in 
13 years, according to the U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Governments in Three Mill Machinery Wanted in India 


Countries Invite Bids 


The following governments, through 
their authorized procurement agen- 
cies, are inviting tenders for a num- 
per of items of potential interest to 
U. S. suppliers. 


Supplemental data, such as bidding 
instructions and specifications, are 
available for review on loan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Belgian Congo: 


Powdered insecticides, 1,659.5 tons in 
4 lots, for cotton spraying, containing 
§ percent D.D.T., 10 percent toxaphene, 
and 40 percent sulfur; bids invited un- 
til June 11 by the Comite de Gerance 
de la Caisse de Reserve Cotonniere 
(Cogerco), 10 avenue Prince de Liege, 
Leopoldville; quotations should be 
c. i. f. Matadi.* 


Egypt: 

Underground low-tension cables, 220 
kilometers, 1,100 volts, bids invited un- 
til July 10 by the Cairo Electricity and 
Gas Administration, 53 July 23d Street, 
Cairo; provisional deposit of 2 percent 
of contract value must accompany bids 
submitted through an agent estab- 
lished in Egypt.* 


Greece: 


Copper fittings, bid deadline June 15, 
and 150 tons of lubricating oils, June 
22, tenders requested by the Piraeus- 
Athens-Peloponnesus Railway (SPAP), 
1 Carolou Street, Athens.* 

Additional information and assist- 
ance may be obtained from the Greek 
Foreign Trade Administration, 729 15th 
Street NW., Washington, D.C. 





Philippine Association 


Offers Services 


The Producers and Exporters 
Association of the Philippines, 
Rooms A-1 and A-3 Manila 
Hotel, Manila, is setting up a 
service to aid exporters and im- 
porters, with a view to promot- 
ing business relations between 
U. S. traders and their counter- 
parts in the Philippines. 

U. S. businessmen interested 
in effecting trade with the 
Philippines are invited to write 
to the Producers & Exporters 
Association of the Philippines 
at the Manila address. 











June 4, 1956 


The Registrar of Cooperative So- 
cieties (Bombay State), Central Build- 
ing, Poona 1, Bombay, invites bids 
until June 16, 1956, for the supply of 
machinery and equipment for 6 sugar 
mills—3 with crushing capacity of 1,000 
long tons of sugar cane per 22-hour 
day, 1 with capacity of 800 to 1,000 
long tons, and 2 with capacity of 800 
long tons. 

Plants are to be semielectrically op- 
erated by steam produced with bagasse 
as fuel and designed to permit 25- 
percent expansion. They should pro- 
duce white cane sugar of highest qual- 
ity by double sulfitation process, giving 
sucrose extraction of over 96 percent 
while crushing continuously cane con- 
taining 12- to 13-percent fiber. 

One condition of tender is that cer- 
tain machinery parts and equipment 
are to be of domestic manufacture as 
required under Indian import regu- 
lations. Supplemental data on this 
project are available for review on 
loan from the Trade Development Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. 8S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

The firm of J. Ranchhoddas Shah 
& Co., 31 Forbes Street, Bombay 1, 
plans to bid on this project and is in- 





Firm in Britain Invites 
Licensing Arrangements 


S. J. Stoakes, 60 Whitfield Street, 
London, W. 1., invites arrangements 
with a U. S. hardware manufacturer 
for the production under license in 
the United States of a patented 
Handilock, which can be adapted to 
door catches. 

The fixture is described as being 
easily fitted to a mortice or rim lock 
or latch which is already mounted on 
a door. The fixture is to provide a 
convenient form of locking device for 
use on internal doors. 

Supplemental data are available for 
review on loan from the, Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. A 
World Trade Directory report on S. J. 
Stoakes is available also to qualified 
U. 8. firms from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division for $1. 


Bid Deadline Extended 


The Shipyard Committee, Perma- 
nent Council for the Development of 
National Production, 56 Sharia Giza, 
Cairo, has extended the bid deadline 
for submission of layout plans of ship- 
yard to September 1. 

This opportunity was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, April 16, 
1956, page 9. 





terested in collaborating with a U. 8. 
machinery manufacturer. Interested 
suppliers are invited to ‘correspond 
with K. R. Shah at the firm’s address. 
A World Trade Directory report on the 
Bombay firm is in preparation and 
may be obtained by qualified U. 8S. 
firms from BFC’s Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division for $1. 


Iraq Amends Bid 


Data on Housing 


An amended advertisement of the 
bid for construction of the Mosul 
textile factory housing scheme has 
been issued by the Development Board 
and Ministry of Development in 
Baghdad. 

Previously announced in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, March 19, 1956, 
page 17, the project now involves the 
construction of 818 houses of different 
types, and community facilities such 
as road construction, water supply, 
sewerage, and electricity supply. Bids 
will be accepted until June 26. 

Two copies of the bidding documents 
may be obtained from the Directorate 
General of Legal Affairs and Contracts, 
Ministry of Development, Baghdad, for 
25 Iraqi dinars (1 dinar=US$2.80), 
not refundable. Persons or firms who 
submitted bids under the original in- 
vitation will be supplied copies of the 
documents free of charge on request. 
A preliminary deposit of 15,000 dinars 
must accompany the bid. 

A copy of the bid advertisement 
published in the Iraq Times, May 12, 
1956, is available for review on loan 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 


Pakistan Firm in Market To 
Buy Confectionery Plant 


Quotations on a confectionery plant 
including toffee pan, feeder, batch- 
type vacuum cooker for drops and 
sweets, and wrapping machines are 
wanted by Eastern (F) Trading Co., 
Opposite High Court, The Mall, 
Lahore. 

A copy of the machinery wanted is 
available for review on loan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
Eastern (F) Trading Co. may be ob- 
tained by qualified U. S. firms from 
BFC’s Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion for $1. 
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Mission to France Cites 
Licensing Opportunities 


The first licensing opportunities re- 
ported by the U. S. mission to the 
International Trade Fair held in Paris, 
May 5-21, 1956, are as follows: 

Jean Edouard Riche, director of the 
French firm, Les Plastiques D. E. B., 
Friville (Somme), has indicated an 
interest in manufacturing under li- 
cense from U. 8S. producers new types 
of consumer articles made of plastic. 
The firm reportedly has adequate pro- 
duction facilities for an expanded pro- 
gram, and a complete line of molding, 
extrusion, and injection machinery. 

E. Comisso, 9 rue Manoury, Bois 
Colombes, Seine, holder of a U. 8S. 
patent for the manufacture of mosaic 
wood and cement floors, would like 
to license a U. S. firm for the manu- 
facture and sale in the United States 
of his flooring process. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with either of these 
French firms. World Trade Directory 
reports at $1 each will be prepared 
for qualified U. S. firms, upon request, 
by the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


U. S. Collaboration Sought 
For Railroad in Yugoslavia 


Capital participation and technical 
assistance are being sought by Rade 
Dumanic, president of the People’s 
Committee of Split, Yugoslavia, for 
the construction of a rail line from 
Split to Sarajevo. Collaboration with 
a U. S. engineering or financing com- 
pany is desired. 

The proposed rail line reportedly 
can be financed by hard currency 
through the export of soft coal and 
bauxite. Approximately 20 million 
tons of soft coal, and 3 million tons of 
high-quality bauxite are said to be 
available in the area through which 
the rail line will pass. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with Mr. Dumanic, c/o 
Peoples’ Committee, Split. 


Coffee Plantation in French 
Cameroons Offered Investor 


Madame Paul Teuliere, 10 rue Jean 
Dolfus, Paris 18eme, would like to in- 
terest a U. 8. firm or organization in 
the purchase of a coffee plantation, 
located in the township of Nkongsam- 
ba, French Cameroons. 

Approximately 40 hectares of the 
125-hectare plantation is under culti- 
vation. The property includes a manor 
house, workers’ quarters, and other 
out buildings. A processing plant ad- 








joining the property is offered for 
lease to the investor. 

Supplemental data including draw- 
ings of the property specifications, 
property description, etc., are available 
for review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. In- 
terested firms are invited to correspond 
direct with Madame Teuliere at the 
Paris address for complete information 
concerning terms of sale or leasing 
arrangements. 





Indian Textile Council 


Promotes Inspection 


A program designed to improve the 
quality of Indian cotton cloth exports 
has been announced by the Cotton 
Textiles Export Promotion Council in 
Bombay. 

The voluntary preshipment inspec- 
tion of textiles in effect since Sep- 
tember 1954 has been expanded to in- 
clude a factual survey of the goods, 
reports of which are available to both 
shipper and buyer, free of charge. 

The program, to be carried out by 
the Cotton Textiles Fund Committee 
of Bombay, affords an opportunity for 
oversea buyers to obtain independent 
and authoritative survey reports use- 
ful in filing claims against the ship- 
pers in the event of defective supply. 
Indian exporters reluctant to use this 
service might do so if importers were 
to request it. 

A pamphlet outlining the program, 
including samples of inspection forms, 
is available for review on loan from 
the Trade Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington, 
25, D. C. 





Central African Manual 
Gives Market Data 


A manual of information, en- 
titled “Que Que,” relating to 
Central African markets, has 
been issued by the Town Clerk, 
municipality of Que Que in 
Southern Rhodesia. 

A broad picture of the Fed- 
eration as a market is presented, 
and prospects are discussed. Sta- 
tistics of population, imports and 
exports, and national income 
point up potentialities. 

A copy of this publication is 
available on request from the 
Trade Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. 
Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or may be con- 
sulted at any of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices. 











Glass Wool Factory 


Planned in Colombia 


Technical assistance for the estab- 
lishment and operation of a glass- 
wool plant to produce glass-wool in- 
sulating material is sought by a 
former member of the Ministry of 
Hacienda Villaveces in Bogota, 
Colombia. 

Local capital for the establishment 
of the factory is said to be available 
in Colombia; however, U. S. investors 
interested in supplying the technica] 
know-how would be offered an active 
partnership in the firm, and an op- 
portunity, if desired to assume a por- 
tion of the capital requirements. Pro- 
duction of 1,500 tons of glass wool a 
year has been proposed. 

Interested firms are invited to sub- 
mit brief qualifing statements of their 
activities and operation, illustrated 
brochures, etc., to the Investment De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., for 
transmittal to the Colombian group. 





Businessman in S. Rhodesia 
Offers Counseling Service 


W. J. Sampson, 212/213 Hardwicke 
House, Jameson Avenue, Salisbury, as- 
sociated with the Rhodesian Selection 
Trust group, and a member of the 
American Statistical Association, is 
offering specialized counseling service 
to U. S. foreign traders and investors 
seeking economic, statistical, and 
marketing surveys of industry in 
Southern Rhodesia. 

Mr. Sampson reportedly is well 
known throughout the business com- 
munity of Rhodesia, and well qualified 
to undertake surveys to determine 
market potential, labor and raw-ma- 
terial resources, site locations, etc., for 
firms interested in trading or in es- 
tablishing « business in that country. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with Mr. Sampson at 
the Salisbury address. 





Germany Allots... 
(Continued from Page 8) 


soon to go to Ethiopia. A model farm 
costing about 2 million marks is ex- 
pected to be completed this year in 
Turkey, the land and labor to be 
supplied by the Turks (4.2 German 
marks—US$1). 

Additionally, a program for foreign 
students studying in Germany will 
shortly be adopted providing for re- 
duced traveling expenses and furnish- 
ing stipends and other assistance— 
U. 8. Emb., Bonn. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the usual precautions 
should be taken; all transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*). Firms 
domiciled in the United States may 
obtain this material on loan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D.C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Bicycles: 


Italy —Santamaria (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 20 Via E. Rag- 
gio, Novi Ligure (Alessandria Prov- 
ince), wishes to export direct or 
through agents high-quality bicycles 
and motorbicycles carrying trademark 
Bartali. 

Ceramics: 


Germany—Alois Boehm KG., Stein- 
zeugfabrik (manufacturer, exporter), 
12 Bergstrasse, Hoehr-Grenzhausen, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent large quantities of ceramics and 
earthenware bodies for the chemical 
industry. Illustrated leaflet avail- 
able.* 

Clocks: 


Italy—Cav. Federico Terrile fu Luigi 
(manufacturer, exporter), 158 Via 
Roma, Recco (Genoa), wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent hand- 
winding, automatic electric-winding, 
and carillon-type tower clocks; all 
kinds and sizes of tower-clocks dials; 
and church- and tower-clock bells of 
all kinds in high-quality bronze. 

Curios, Novelties, and Handicraft: 

Germany—Luebold, von der Crone & 
Co., Metallwarenfabrik (manufacturer, 
exporter), 13 Sedanstrasse, Lueden- 
Scheid, wants to export direct 100,000 
doz. annually of combination bottle 
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stoppers and dispensers. Catalog with 
price information available.* 

Thailand—Zerner International (ex- 
port merchant, wholesaler, retailer), 
68 Sathorn Road, Bangkok, wishes to 
export direct nielloware (silver) and 
bronzeware. 

Curtain Rails: 


Germany—Julius Schmidt (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 40 Haddenbacher- 
strasse, Remscheid, wishes to export 
direct or through agent curtain rails 
and accessories for interior decoration. 
Leaflets available.* 

Cutlery: 


Germany—Robuso Stahlwarenfabrik 
Buntenbach & Sohn (manufacturer, 
exporter), 75 Neuenhoferstrasse, Sol- 
ingen-Hoehscheid, wishes to export 
direct or through agent steel forged 
scissors and shears, nail and cuticle 
clippers, and manicure instruments. 
Leaflets with price information avail- 
able.* 

Floor Coverings: 


India—Thomas & Co, (manufacturer, 
exporter), P. B. No. 24, Ernakulam, 
Travancore-Cochin State, wishes to 
export direct or through agent ap- 
proximately 100,000 square yards an- 
nually of Indian coir mats, matting, 
carpets, and rugs. Current World 
Trade Directory report being pre- 
pared. 

Foodstuffs: 


Dominican Republic—Plantacion Co- 
fresi (Robert D. Cranor), (producer, 
exporter), Miches, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent coconuts, copra, 
and coconut oil. 

Italy—Industria Conservati Alimen- 
tari Toscani “ICAT” (canner and ex- 
porter), San Miniato Stazione (Pisa), 
wishes to export direct canned vege- 
tables, specializing in brined peppers 
and pickles packed in glass or barrels. 

Furniture: 


Denmark — Harry Topp (manufac- 
turer, exporter, wholesaler), 13 Abi- 
gaelvej, Odense, wishes to export di- 
rect a specially designed coffee table 
of oak and teakwood. Color photograph 
and specifications available.* 

Gems: 

Thailand—Zerner International (ex- 
port merchant, wholesaler, retailer), 
68 Sathorn Road, Bangkok, wishes to 
export direct cut precious stones such 
as sapphires, zircons, etc.; also cut 
synthetic stones. 

Hardware: 


Germany —H. Buesche (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 4 Neue Muehle, Neu- 
enrade, wishes to export direct or 
through agent large quantities of 
forged mild steel wing nuts %” to 
5/16”. Leaflet in German available.* 

Jewelry: 

Netherlands — Handelsonderneming 
Jordana (export merchant), 42 Dib- 
betstraat, The Hague, wishes to ex- 
port direct high-quality costume 





Indonesian Firm Wants 
Military Textiles 

‘\N. V. Pemandangan, 14 Gu- 
nung Sahari Antjol, Djakarta, 
would like to receive quotations 
on 750,000 yards of olive drab 
matting (Oxford) and 750,000 
yards of olive drab herringbone 
twill for the Indonesian Army. 

A copy of the specifications 
covering this purchase is avail- 
able for review on loan from the 
Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washintgon 25, D.C. If success- 
ful in supplying the army with 
this material, this firm may 
place a series of orders of this 
size. 

A World Trade Directory report 
on N. V. Pemandangan may be 
obtained by qualified U. S. com- 
panies from BFC’s Commercial 
Intelligence Division, for $1. 











jewelry, including bracelets, watch 
guards, and watches. 

Lamps: 

Netherlands—G. J. van Dijk (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 108 Burgemeester 
van der Pollstraat, Amsterdam, wishes 
to export direct delft blue table lamps 
and shades. Illustrated leaflet and 
price list available.* 

Hides and Leather: 


Thailand — Hong Huat Heng Co. 
(tanner, exporter, commission agent), 
118-120 Wiwatwieng Lane, Rajawongse 
Road, Bangkok, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent approximately 
50 tons monthly of hides and leather. 

Light Fixtures: 


Germany — Hubert Pruente (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 139-141 Moehne- 
strasse, Neheim-Huesten 1, wishes to 
export direct or through agent light 
fixtures and portable lamps. Catalog 
with price information available.* 

Lumber: 


Thailand— Hong Huat Heng Co. 
(tanner, exporter, importer, commis- 
sion agent), 118-120 Wiwatwieng Lane, 
Rajawongse Road, Bangkok, wishes to 
export direct or through agent about 
100 tons, of 50 cubic feet, teakwood, 
logs, boards, and planks. 

Machinery: 

Denmark—IB Larsen (export agent), 
19 Slotsvej, Charlottenlund, wishes to 
export high-quality, high-speed (20,- 
000 r. p. hr.) continuous stationery 
printing presses for printing endless 
formulas. Illustrated and descriptive 
catalog available.* 

Manicure Instruments: 


Germany—Friedrich Seinsch, Inh.: 
Theodor Seinsch (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 279 Katternbergerstrasse, So- 
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lingen, wishes to export direct or 
through agent large quantities of man- 
icure articles and tweezers. Illustrated 
leaflet available.* 


Marine Fenders: 


Italy—ME. CA. Meccanica Carpen- 
teria (manufacturer, exporter), Calata 
Chiappella (Porto), Genoa, wishes to 
export direct or through agent patent- 
ed fenders for the protection of ships 
and piers. Illustrated leaflet available.* 


Musical Instruments: 


Germany —CANTULIA, Neuerburg 
Kom.-Ges. (manufacturer, exporter), 
55 Alfredstrasse, Siegburg/Rheinland, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent 1,000 accordions monthly. Cata- 
log in German with price information 
available.* 


Paper Products: 


England —Green (Fancy Papers), 
Ltd. (manufacturer, exporter) , Polyfoil 
Works, Packington Road, Acton, Lon- 
don, W.3, wishes to export direct alu- 
minum foil Christmas and window 
decorations, colored and printed in a 
large variety of styles; also gummed 
gift) tapes and novelties. 

Paprika: 

England — Medimpex, Ltd. (export 
merchant), 3 Cork St., Bond St., Lon- 
don, W.1, wishes to export direct up to 
50,000 kgs. annually of several grades 
of paprika for all purposes, shipped in 
sacks or tins. 

Photoelectric Cells: 


Germany —Electrocell Gesellschaft 
m. b. H. Falkenthal und Presser 
(manufacturer), 29 Koenigrin-Luise- 
Str., Berlin-Dahlem, wishes to export 
direct or through regional agents ap- 
proximately 10,000 monthly of self- 
generating photoelectric selenium 
cells of very good quality, ranging in 
sizes from 5 mm.* to 100 cm.’ Price 
list available.* 


Steel Products: 


Germany—Wilhelm Bertrams, Met- 
allwarenfabrik (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 29 Hochstrasse, Leichlingen/ 
Rhid., wishes to export direct or 
through agent cold-rolled sections, 
corner beads, scaffoldings, and stair- 
case nosings. Leaflets in German 
available.* 

Textiles: 


England—East Anglian Weaving Co., 
Ltd. (manufacturer, exporter), Green 
St., Macclesfield, Cheshire, wishes to 
export direct household fabrics such 
as damasks, brocatelles, etc., in 60-yd. 
pieces; also figured, woven church 
fabrics in silk, rayon, cotton/rayon, 
damasks, brocades, brocatelles, metal- 
lic thread, etc., in 60-yd. pieces. 

‘India—K. Kalahastri Chetty & Sons 
(manufacturer, exporter), 37 Ram- 
anujakutam Street, Madras 21, Ma- 
dras State, wishes to export direct 
large quantities of cotton handloom 
fabrics, 60 x 40 counts, fast or bleed- 


12 





Belgian Manufacturer 
Seeks New Products 


A Belgian manufacturer of 
flour and cereals is seeking 
technical assistance and plant 
data for the production in Bel- 
gium of bouillon from hydrolized 
protein, and soluble coffee. 

The firm also is interested in 
acquiring manufacturing rights 
for other U. S. products for 
which its plant facilities and 
sales organization are readily 
adaptable. 

Supplemental data concerning 
the operations of the Belgian 
Company, whose name is with- 
held here by request, are avail- 
able for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 











ing colors, preshrunk, in pieces of any 
length. Warp 18 x 19, filling 30, 48 
threads per % inch. 

India — Madras African Traders 
(manufacturer, exporter), 38 Peram- 
balu Chetty St., Madras 21, Madras 
State, wishes to export direct large 
quantities of high-quality cotton 
handloom fabrics, 60 x 40 counts in 
pieces of 16 to 20 yards; width 36 
inches or 44 inches. 

Tiles: 

England — Medimpex, Ltd. (export 
merchant), 3 Cork St., Bond St., Lon- 
don, W.1, wishes to export direct 
plain and fancy tiles to order of first 
and second grades. Glazed for bath- 
room use in sizes 3x3”, 4x4”, 5x5”, 
and 6x6”; unglazed for patios, gardens, 
roofgardens, floors, etc., in sizes 8x8”, 
3 lb. 11 oz. each. 

Whistles: 


Germany—Luebold, von der Crone & 
Co., Metallwarenfabrik (manufacturer, 
exporter), 13 Sedanstrasse, Lueden- 
scheid, wishes to export direct 100,000 
doz. alarm whistles annually. Illus- 
trated catalog in German with price 
information available.* 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Parts: 


Germany—E. Baeumler & Co. (im- 
porter, exporter), Box 248, Ludwigs- 
burg, wishes to purchase direct all 
types of accessories and spare parts 
for U. S. passenger cars, trucks, etc. 

Chemicals: 

India — Chamanlal Sukhlal Kothari 
(importing distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent), 14/2 Old China Bazar St., Cal- 
cutta 1, wishes to purchase direct and 





seeks agency for selenium metal 
powder, selenium oxide, and nickel 
sulfate. 


Metal Products: 


India — Chamanlal Sukhlal Kothari 
(importing distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent), 14/2 Old China Bazar St., Cal- 
cutta 1, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for stainless steel sheets 
and rods, and nonferrous and ferrous 
metals. 


Paints and Varnishes: 


France —Delzongle & Fils (whole- 
saler), 12bis rue de la Pomme, Tou- 
louse, Haute-Garonne, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and seeks agency for 
paints, varnishes, lacquers, colors, and 
dyes, principally latex paints, linseed 
oil paints, vinyl compounds, cellulosic 
and glycerophthalic lacquers, oleo- 
synthetic varnishes, and glyceroph- 
thalic emulsions. 


Radio Accessories: 


Thailand—Oriental Traders Co. (im- 
porting distributor, commission mer- 
chant), 95/1-2 Nakorn Sawan Road, 
Bangkok, wishes to purchase direct 
and seeks agency for radio accessories 
of all types. 


Tools: 


Germany—H. Sartorius Nachf. (im- 
porter), 49/53 Graf-Adolf-Strasse, 
Duesseldorf, wishes to purchase direct 
tools for wood and metal processing, 
particularly cutting tools, measuring 
tools, and automobile tools. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Cellulose: 


Italy — Andrea Gobetti (wholesaler, 
agent), 17 Via Guastalla, Turin, seeks 
agency for cellulose for paper mills. 


Hardware: 


France—Paul Gitton (hardware im- 
porter and distributor), 5 et 5 bis rue 
Froissart, Paris 3eme, wishes to obtain 
agency for hardware items for sale 
to hardware stores in France, includ- 
ing builders’ hardware, locks, and 
tools. 

Soybeans: 


Germany — Michaelis & Boe ning 
(manufacturer’s agent and broker), 
B Chilehaus, Hamburg, seeks agency 
for U. S. yellow No. 2 soybeans. 

Textiles: 


Union of South Africa—Rolfe Whit- 
aker & Co. (manufacturers’ agent), 
P. O. Box 91, East London, wishes t0 
obtain agency for furnishing fabrics; 
inexpensive prints (fast dyes) for 
native trade, and cotton piece goods. 

Yarns: 


Germany — Paul Greve (manufac- 
turer’s agent), 6 Heerdestrasse, Muen- 
ster/Westf., seeks agency on a com- 
mission basis for weaving and knitting 
yarns, particularly nylon Helanca, and 
stretch Helanca. 
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FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—H. L. Hogan, representing 
Vernon Treloar (Victoria) Pty., Ltd. 
(importer, wholesaler of glassware, 
pottery, fishing tackle, toys, and no- 
tions), and Lofts Hogan & Co., 300 Lit- 
tle Collins St., Melbourne, Victoria, is 
interested in glassware, pottery, house- 
hold goods, fishing tackle, toys, and 
fancy goods, and in obtaining tech- 
nical information relative to any allied 
goods which could be manufactured 
under license in Australia. Scheduled 
to arrive June 16, via Los Angeles, for 
a visit of 2 weeks. 

U. S. address: c/o Security First 
National Bank of Los Angeles, 6th 
and Spring Sts., Los Angeles. Itiner- 
ary: Los Angeles and San Francisco. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared for Lofts Hogan & Co. 


Finland — Joachim Alberty, M. D., 
representing Laaketehdas Orion Oy. 
(manufacturer of pharmaceutical 
products), 10-14 Nilsiankatu, Helsinki, 
is interested in procuring licensing 
agreements for U. S. pharmaceutical 
products, such as antibiotics, adrenal 


cortical hormones, sedatives, hyp- 
notics, cardiovascular agents, anti- 
spasmodics, antihypertensives, and 


diuretics. Was scheduled to arrive the 
latter part of May, via New York, for 
a visit of 4 weeks. 


U. S. address: c/o Finland House, 41 
East 50th St., New York 22, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: New York, Brooklyn, Norwich, 
Yonkers (N. Y.), Bloomfield (N. J.), 
Chicago, Decatur, Skokie (Ill.), and 
Kalamazoo (Mich.). 


France—Claude Brefort, represent- 
ing Cartoucherie Francaise (importer, 
wholesaler, manufacturer), 8 and 10 


rue Bertin-Poiree, Paris (ler), is inter- 
ested in manufacturing hunting am- 
munition, light electrical equipment 
and supplies, automobile accessories, 
chemical and pharmaceutical special- 
ties, and technical information relative 
to new processes, new machines, and 
use of plastics. Scheduled to arrive 
June 10, via New York, for a month’s 
visit. 

U. 8S. Address: c/o American Express 
Co., 649 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Boston, Wash- 
ington, Buffalo, Toledo, Detroit, and 
Chicago. 

Germany—Heinz Breuninger, repre- 
senting E. Breuninger Kommandit- 
gesellsschaft auf Aktien (importer, re- 
tailer, manufacturer), 3 Marktstrasse, 
Stuttgart, is interested in technical 
equipment for department _§ store. 
Scheduled to arrive May 16, via New 
York, for a visit of 6 weeks. U. S. ad- 
dress: c/o Statler Hotel, 7th Ave. and 
33d St., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York, Philadelphia, and Chicago. 

India—M. R. Gulrajani, representing 
M. Gulrajani & Co. (wholesaler, man- 
ufacturer, exporter of embroidery, 
footwear, handbags, etc.), 100 Foras 
Road, P. O. Box 4555, Bombay 8, is in- 
terested in exporting Indian handi- 
crafts and silks, and wishes to be 
placed in touch with interested U. S. 
importers. Scheduled to arrive the 
middle of June, via New York, for a 
visit of 2 months. 

U. S. address: c/o American Express 
Co., 649 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: San Francisco, Chicago, 
New Orleans, and New York. 

Italy—Dott. Armando Gribaudi, rep- 
resenting S. A. Vittorio Gallino (im- 
porter, manufacturer, wholesaler, ex- 
porter of various articles in plastic 
materials, leather packing gaskets), 
14 Via Susa, Turin, is interested in 
automobile and truck steering wheels, 
oil seal gaskets, special-purpose in- 
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jection molded plastics, and molded 
plastic articles for automobiles. He is 
interested in contacting as many 
firms as possible during his visit, and 
in exchanging information and li- 
censing of U. S. process. 

U. S. address: c/o Hotel Plaza, Fifth 
Ave. and 59th St., New York, N. Y., 
June 12-18, and enroute to other cities 
on itinerary, June 19-23. Itinerary: 
New York, Cleveland, Detroit, and 
Chicago. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











Bag and Bagging Importers, Dealers, 
and Exporters—Ireland. 

Boot and Shoe Importers and Deal- 
ers—Nicaragua. 

Dental Supply Houses—Spain. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—Tunisia. 

Feedstuff Importers, Dealers, Man- 
ufacturers, and Exporters—Sweden. 

Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, 
Growers, and Exporters—Colombia. 

Hide, Skin, and Fur Importers, 
Dealers, and Exporters—lItaly. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Israel. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Nicaragua. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Importers and Dealers—Philippines. 





India To Follow ... 
(Continued from Page 7) 


itiative in establishing any new un- 
dertakings in this category, but 
Private enterprise also will be ex- 
pected to supplement the State’s ef- 
forts. This schedule includes: 


All other minerals except “minor minerals” 
(building stone, boulders, gravel, clay, sand, 
slate, and shale, etc.) as defined in section 
three of Minerals Concession Rules 1949; 
aluminum and other nonferrous metals not 
included in schedule A; machine tools; ferro- 
alloys and tool steels; basic and intermediate 
Products required by chemical industries, 
such as manufacturers of drugs, dyestuffs, 
and plastics; antibiotics and other essential 
drugs; fertilizers; synthetic rubber; carboni- 
sation of coal; chemical pulp; road trans- 
Port; and sea transport. 


The third category, schedule C, in- 





U. S. agricultural exports in 1955 
totaled $3,193 million, an increase of 
5 percent in value and 9 percent in 
quantity over 1954, the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture reports. 
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cludes all remaining industries, and 
their future development will in gen- 
eral be left to the initiative and enter- 
prise of the private sector. The State, 
however, will be permitted to start 
any industry not included in the first 
two categories when the needs of 
planning so require or when there are 
other important reasons for doing so. 





Mexico Revises ... 


(Continued from Page 7) 


diameter, not specified: 0.30 peso per 
kilogram, 15 percent. ( dutiable at 
0.05 peso per gross kilogram and 7 percent.) 


Export classifications on which 
duties have been lowered and the new 
export classifications established, to- 
gether with their duties, specific in 
pesos per gross kilogram and percent 
ad valorem, and former duties, shown 
in parentheses, are the following: 


Export Classifications 
21-41. Pumpkins: 
percent (27). 


21-47. Chayote: 0.08 peso, 27 percent. 


0.08 peso (same), 20 


(New 


classification; previously covered by classifica- 
tion No. 21-41.) 


ar” Melons: No specific duty, 12 percent 


60-04. Pre tions with a base of burnt 
sugar for coloring beverages: Duty free. (New 
classification, pos cmkerng A viously under 
item No. 63-49 covering prepara not’ 
specified, also duty free.) 

81-97. Metallic cadmium: No specific =: 
16 percent. (New tion, apparen 


classifica 
previously under item No. 81-98 covering ordi- 
nary metals not specified, dutiable at 25 
percent ad valorem.) 


—Diario Oficial, April 7 and 20, 1956. 





U. S. cotton exports—excluding lint- 
ers—in 1955 totaled 2,590,000 bales 
(480 pounds net) compared with 4,- 
321,000 in 1954, according to the U. 8. 
Department of Agriculture. 

Lard exports from the United States 
in 1955 were almost 100 million pounds 
more than in 1954, but prices averaged 
lower, the U. S Department of Agri- 
culture reports. The United Kingdom 
and Western Germany accounted for 
a large share of the increase. 











UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





Nicaraguan Port To Be Improved 


The World Bank has made a loan 
of $3.2 million for improvement of 
the port of Corinto, Nicaragua’s most 
important seaport. 

The loan will help pay for construc- 
tion of a 1,200-foot reinforced concrete 
wharf, two transit sheds with a total 
area of 125,000 square feet, and cargo- 
handling equipment, mainly fork-lift 
trucks, tractors, and trailers. Improve- 
ments now being undertaken will in- 
crease the port’s capacity to handle 
both ships and cargo. 

Corinto is situated on the Pacific 
coast in the most highly developed 
part of Nicaragua approximately 90 
miles from Managua, the capital. It 
has a fine, naturally protected harbor, 
which is Nicaragua’s only deepwater 
port on the Pacific. The town is con- 
nected with the hinterland by rail, 
and a new highway link to be built 
with the help of an earlier World 
Bank loan is expected to be completed 
by 1959. 

About three-fourths of Nicaragua’s 
international trade is handled 
through this port, and the trade’s 
rapid growth, especially of cotton and 
cottonseed exports, Nicaragua’s chief 
export commodities, has overtaxed its 
capacity. Traffic through the port 
amounted to 224,000 tons in 1954 and 
is expected to reach 360,000 tons by 
1959. 


The project is expected to be com- 
plete the latter part of 1959. Includ- 
ing costs of imported materials and 
services financed by the Bank’s loan, 
the total cost is estimated at the 
equivalent of $4.5 million. 

The loan was made to the Corinto 





Portugal Plans To Expand 
Electric Power Supplies 


The Portuguese Cavado Hydroelec- 
tric Company is preparing studies for 
construction of hydroelectric power 
plants using water from the Rio 
Homem and upper Rabagao Rivers. 
The project will consist of four reser- 
voirs. Net energy generation is esti- 
mated at 1,500 million kilowatt-hours 
@ year. 

Proposed Alvito and Fratel dams 
and power stations on the Ocreza and 
Tejo Rivers are being studied by the 
Upper Alentejo Hydroelectric Com- 
pany (Hidro Electrica Alto Alentejo). 

Study of the proposed Miranda hy- 
droelectric project on the Duro River 
is quite advanced. 


Also under study are transmission 
lines connecting Picote with Oporto, 
Zezere with Setubal, and Zezere with 
Torres Novas, the latter to be used in 
connection with railroad electrifica- 
tion. 
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Port Authority, a new autonomous 
agency established by the Nicaraguan 
Government to own and operate the 
port and has as its Board of Directors 
representatives of the Government 
and of agricultural, commercial, and 
shipping interests. 


The World Bank loan, guaranteed 
by the Bank of Nicaragua, is for a 
term of 20 years and bears 434-per- 
cent interest a year including the 
statutory l-percent commission 
charged by the Bank. The Bank of 
America of San Francisco is partici- 
pating in the loan without World 
Bank guaranty to the extent of $121,- 
000, an amount representing the first 
two maturities, due in October 1959 
and April 1960. 





Road Program Set for 


Portuguese Colonies 


A special highway program of some 
magnitude is to be undertaken in the 
Portuguese African territories of An- 
gola and Mozambique. 

The new program, ordered by de- 
cree No. 40:569 of April 13, issued in 
Lisbon and republished in Boletim 
Oficial de Mocambique, will be exe- 
cuted in three phases: Until 1958; 
from 1959 to 1962; and from 1963 to 
1966. Appropriations will be made un- 
der the extraordinary budgets of Mo- 
zambique and Angola. 

The Provincial Governments of 
Mozambique and Angola are required 
to furnish the Portuguese Overseas 
Ministry by December 31 details of the 
program, including a plan of works 
proposed for construction, amounts to 
be appropriated each year, and other 
pertinent data. 

Even though the 1955 and 1956 
Portuguese budgets each provided 80 
million and 65 million escudos for 
highway construction in the two Col- 
onies, much remains to be done to 
improve Mozambique’s essential high- 
way communications, for which huge 
sums of money will be required over a 
number of years. 

The highway program for Portu- 
guese Africa should benefit foreign 
manufacturers and exporters of high- 
way and bridge construction mate- 
rial, machinery, and equipment. To 
what extent it will benefit American 
business will depend upon the avail- 
ability of other foreign supplies, as 
Portuguese policy, because of a dol- 
lar shortage, permits American prod- 
ucts to be imported only when other 
sources are inadequate—U. S. Cons. 
Gen., Lourenco Marques. 





Automobile Airlift Over 


Baltic Planned 


A plan to establish an “air 
bridge” to carry automobiles over 
the Baltic between Malmo, Swe- 
den, and Lubeck, Germany, is 
reported from Malmo. 

The German originators of the 
plan reportedly have been nego- 
tiating with an English company, 
Silver City Airlines, and it is 
hoped that operations will begin 
in June. Aircraft used on this 
route would be able to carry 
either two automobiles or 10 to 
12 passengers. Rates apparently 
will be competitive with those on 
the Trelleborg-Travemunde ferry 
route. 

Permission of the Swedish 
Board of Civil Aviation would be 
required for scheduled air stops 
in Sweden. 











Indian Manganese Export 


Impeded by Rail Car Cut 


The number of railway cars allot- 
ted for carrying manganese ore in 
Andhra State, India, has been reduced 
from 50 to 25 a day, and as a result 
about 100,000 tons of ore have ac- 
cumulated at Garividi and other ad- 
jacent groups of manganese mines in 
Srikakulam district, according to local 
sources. 

Manganese ore exports were ex- 
pected to be affected, and if immediate 
action were not taken by the railways 
the Andhra manganese-ore industry 
would suffer. 

About 60 percent of the manganese 
ore shipped from India is destined to 
the United States and nearly 40 per- 
cent of exports pass through the 
Madras customs zone, principally from 
the port of Visakhapatnam, Andhra 
State. 


Large Tank Vessel To Be 


Built in Swedish Yard 


Kockum Shipbuilding Yard in 
Malmo, Sweden, on March 13 laid the 
keel for a 38,500-deadweight-ton tur- 
bine-driven tank vessel. 

The vessel will be the largest ship of 
any type ever constructed in Scandi- 
navia. It will have a length of 213 
meters, a molded breadth of 30 meters, 
and a molded depth of 15 meters. The 
draft on full load will be 10.8 meters. 
Its propelling machinery will consist 
of one 16,500-horsepower turbine en- 
gine, calculated to give the vessel @ 
speed of 17 knots on full load. 

The vessel is scheduled to be 
launched in December and will be de- 
livered some months later to the Greek 
shipowner Stavros S. Niarchos. 
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Tourist Project in 
Caribbean Proposed 


The Caribbean Tourist Association 
held its fifth annual meeting at the 
Hotel Caribe-Hilton, San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, May 11-15. 

Delegates were in attendance from 
14 active members—Caribbean depen- 
dencies of France, Netherlands, United 
Kingdom, and United States, together 
with Cuba, Dominican Republic and 
Jamaica, which are not now members. 
A U. S. observer represented jointly 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
and the International Cooperation 
Administration. 

The meeting’s principal accomplish- 
ment was the approval of a U. S. 
Government request for a technical 
cooperation project which would cover 
the entire field of travel development 
in a typical “pilot” area. The islands 
of Antigua, United Kingdom; St. 
Maarten, Netherlands; and Marti- 
nique, France, were selected as the 
site for the project, and hope was ex- 
pressed that the island of St. Thomas, 
United States, could be included in 
some way to make the project fully 
representative of the Caribbean Com- 
mission’s four member Governments. 

This action marked a_ successful 
sequel to discussions begun at the 
association’s 1955 meeting. Those 
present at San Juan believed that a 
pilot project of this kind not only 
would provide for the first time a 
complete travel development program 
for the typical islands selected but 
also would constitute a model which 
can be followed by other islands in 
making similar studies and findings. 

To defray the cost of the proposed 
project the three participating islands 
would pay approximately $6,000 and 
the U. S. Government $15,000. 

The U. S. expenditure may, how- 
ever, eventually be reduced by con- 
tributions from the other metropoli- 
tan Governments and from private 
industry. 

The association’s proposal will be 
considered by the Caribbean Commis- 
sion at its meeting in Cayenne, French 
Guiana, beginning May 24. If no 
difficulties arise, negotiations for a 
project agreement will be conducted 
with the International Cooperation 
Administration by the Advisory Coun- 
cil of the Caribbean Tourist Associa- 


The meeting also recommended an 
association budget of $45,000 for 1957, 
compared with the present $35,000. 
Barbados was chosen as the site for 
the 1957 meeting. 





Beirut has established telephone 
cOmmunications with Morocco and 
Tangier through the existing Paris 
circuit—Emb., Beirut. 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 


| TRANSPORT and TRAVEL NOTES 


Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Reor- 
ganized, Ltd., of Komaki, Japan, has 
received a $700,000 contract from the 
U. 8S. Air Force for inspection and 
repair of F-86F jet planes. 

The letting of the contract is in 
line with U. S. policy of promoting 
the Japanese industry’s development 
to meet the Japanese Air Self De- 
fense Force’s requirements. 

Since July 1955 contracts to a value 
of more than $6 million have been let 
to Japanese aircraft companies. The 
Kawasaki Aircraft Co. of Gifu has 
contracts for inspection and repair 
of F-84G and T-33 jets and for the 
overhauling of H-13 helicopters and 
jet engines. 





The railway link between Kamina 
and Kabalo, Katanga Province, Bel- 
gian Congo, was opened to freight 
traffic on April 15. This 440-kilometer 
link is an important achievement in 
eastern Congo communications. Pas- 
senger traffic will begin about the 
middle of May. Formal inauguration 
of the line will coincide with the 
opening of a bridge across the Zofu. 





Libya has approved a civil aviation 
bill drafted with the assistance of the 
International Civil Aviation Organiza- 
tion to put into effect in that country 
the provisions of the Chicago Conven- 
tion and to establish a basis for a Lib- 
yan national civil aviation policy. 





A Sino-Vietnam civil transport 
agreement, has been signed in Peip- 
ing, Radio Peking has announced. 
The release specified only that a line 
will be opened from Canton to Hanoi 
via Nanning. . 





South African Airways inaugurated 
its new services to London on April 
21, when the first of the recently 
acquired DC-7B’s left Jan Smuts Air- 
port. The present schedule calis for 
three DC-7B flights a week, on Tues- 
days, Wednesdays, and Saturdays. In 
addition, a weekly all-tourist Con- 
stellation service departing from 
Johannesburg on Fridays is planned. 





Lloyd Aereo Colombiano (LAC), the 
Colombian airline, has initiated 
flights to and from Bolivia. 

The first commercial flight was dis- 
patched from Bogota to Cochabamba 
on April 19 and made the return trip 
on April 20. Weekly service is to be 
provided along the Cochabamba- 
Riberalta - Leticia, Colombia - Bogota 
route, most of which is across dense 
upper Amazon jungle. Cochabamba 
will serve as the southern hub, con- 





necting with La Paz. via Lloyd Aereo 
Boliviano (LAB), and with Santiago, 
Buenos Aires, Asuncion, Montevideo, 
and Rio de Janeiro. Immediate con- 
nections with northbound flights are 
available at Bogota for points in Vene- 
zuela, Central America, Europe, and 
the United States, LAC states. : 


Ceylon and Thailand are negotiat- 
ing an agreement under which the 
two countries will establish new air 
services connecting Bangkok and 
Colombo, according to the Ceylon 
press. The lines reportedly are being 
established in anticipation of heavy 
air traffic next year, the 2,500th year 
of the Buddhist Era. According to 
present plans, Air Colombo will es- 
tablish a weekly round-trip service 
using Constellation L-749 planes. 





The French Direction Generale du 
Tourisme estimates that about 19 
million foreigners crossed the French 
frontiers in 1955, 15 percent more 
than in the preceding year. Of this 
number, about 4 million were tourists, 
as compared with 3.6 million in 1954. 
The average length of stay in France 
has increased from 6.7 days per tour- 
ist in 1954 to 7.2 days in 1955. 

Foreign tourist receipts in 1955 are 
estimated at the equivalent of $200 
million, or 12 percent more than in 
1954. Expenditures by French tourists 
abroad are believed to have increased 
even more. France’s net foreign ex- 
change tourist receipts therefore will 
likely not show an increase for 1955. 





Tourists arriving in Israel in 1955 
totaled 48,212, an increase of 25 per- 
cent over the preceding year’s figure 
of 38,661. 

Traffic showed a notable rise in 
number of tourists arriving in organ- 
ized groups, totaling 14,302 in 442 
groups, or an increase of 75 percent 
over last year. 

Of foreign visitors, the Western 
Hemisphere provided 22,035. The 
United States led with 18,332, Europe 
with 17,803, Africa with 4,014, and Asia 
with 3,633. 


Tourist traffic in Spain—foreign 
visitors with passports, foreign visitors 
in transit, 24-hour visitors, and 
Spanish residents from abroad— 
showed an increase of 29.2 percent in 
1955 over 1954. Visitors from abroad 
totaled 2,522,402, of which Europe pro- 
vided 1,197,945. 

The French led with 919,351; the 
British, 331,058; Italians, 286,487; 
Americans, 212,832; and Portuguese, 
172,578. 
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WORLD TRADE — 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 











Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Infor- 
mation Service. 


WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy- 
to-read type, are arranged in four 
convenient “packages”: 


Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad) ; Part 2, Opera- 
tions Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if 
mailed abroad); Part 3, Statistical 
Reports ($6 a year, $7.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 4, Utilities Abroad ($3 
a year; $4 if mailed abroad). 

Subscriptions for the World Trade 
Information Service may be placed 
with U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices or with the Superintend- 
ent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Remittances payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents should accom- 
pany subscriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also 
may be purchased from the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices or the Superin- 
tendent of Documents. 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 

Economic Reports 

Economic Developments in Bolivia, 
1955. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-41. 6 pp. 
10 cents. 

Operations Reports 

Licensing and Exchange Controls— 
Yugoslavia. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-45. 
3 pp. 10 cents. 

Patent and Trademark Regulations 
of Chile. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-46. 
2 pp. 10 cents. 

Statistical Reports 


World Trade Review as of April 
1956. WTIS, Part 3, No. 56-17. 11 pp. 
20 cents. 





France’s winter wheat crop was 
damaged heavily by the February cold 
wave, according to the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 

Spring wheat acreage is not ex- 
pected to exceed 1.2 million acres, as 
March cold weather retarded land 
preparation for seeding. 

Current season exports also are 
being curtailed because of the poor 
outlook for the 1956 crop. 
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ny Books 
“““ Reports 


Nationalism and Progress in Free 
Asia. Baltimore, Md. The John 
Hopkins Press, 1956. 394 pp. $5.75. 
This survey of the problems and 

prospects of the free countries in 

Southeast Asia is the result of a two- 

part conference held in 1955 under 

the auspices of the Johns Hopkins 

School of Advanced International 

Studies. 

The facts and opinions derived from 
this meeting of East-West experts 
cover the history of the area, natural 
resources, the economy, and internal 
politics. The relations of South and 
Southeast Asian countries with the 
United States, Western Europe, and 
the communist world are discussed, as 
well as the aspirations of the peoples 
of Free Asia. 


Libya, the New Arab Kingdom of 
North Africa. Henry S. Villard, 
Ithaca, New York. Cornell Univer- 
sity Press, 1956. 169 pp. $2.75. 


A present-day account of the polit- 
ical and economic problems of Libya, 
this book sketches the author’s im- 
pressions of the country and its lead- 
ers drawn from his first-hand experi- 
ence as U. S. Minister to Libya in 
1952-54. 

The new kingdom’s background— 
both fact and legend—is described, 
as well as Arab towns of scenic or 
historical interest. 

A number of photographs illustrate 
the book. 





Yugoslav Foreign... 
(Continued from Page 5) 

28 percent in 1954. Of 1955 imports, 
$108 million worth was covered by 
U. S. aid, as against $82 million in 
1954. Tripartite aid, provided by the 
United States, Great Britain, and 
France, amounted to $115 million and 
as in previous years covered a little 
over one-fourth of Yugoslavia’s im- 
ports. 

Trade with Italy showed a particu- 
larly marked increase in 1955, and 
Italy displaced Germany as the fore- 
most market for Yugoslav exports. 
Imports from Germany fell off less 
than exports, and Germany remained 
in second place as a supplier, with 
Italy in third place. 

The most striking shift in Yugo- 
slavia’s foreign-trade pattern has 
been in the expansion of trade with 
the Soviet bloc countries. In the first 
full year of trade with the bloc since 
the Cominform break in 1948, Yugo- 
slavia exported goods valued at more 
than $34 million to bloc countries, and 
imported goods in the amount of $32 





French Perfume Industry 


Data Published 


Guide des Industries de la 
Parfumerie, 1955-56, a compre- 
hensive directory of perfume 
manufacturers, wholesalers, and 
related trades, has been pub- 
lished by Editions Publi-Guid, in 
Paris. 

The directory includes general 
information on the industry; 
lists of producers of raw mate- 
rials; manufacturers of cosmetic 
products; suppliers of materials, 
furnishings, and accessories for 
beauty shops and perfumers; 
trademarks covering perfumes, 
beauty products and toilet ar- 
ticles; wholesalers of perfumes, 
materials, accessories, and dis- 
tributors; and beauty salons. 

A copy of the Guide, printed 
in French, is available for re- 
view in the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U.S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., or it may be obtained from 
the publisher at 45 rue de Mau- 
beuge (9°), Paris. 











British Directory Gives 


Electrical Industry Data 


The BEAMA Catalogue, 1955-56 
(third edition of the directory of the 
British Electrical and Allied Manufac- 
turers’ Association, Inc.), an illus- 
trated directory of the electrical in- 
dustry in Britain, contains sections on 
electrical power plants, electrical 
equipment in industry, transport and 
communications, domestic and com- 
mercial electrical appliances and in- 
stallations, five-language glossary and 
indexes, a classified buyers’ guide, a 
directory of members, and a catalog 
index. 

A copy of the BEAMA catalog is 
available for review in the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C.; oO 
it may be obtained from the publisher, 
Iliffe & Sons, Ltd., Dorset House, 
Stamford Street, London, S. E. 1. 





million. Trade with the bloc made up 
nearly 14 percent of total exports, 
and 7.5 percent of imports. 

The U. S. S. R. was fifth in im- 
portance among all Yugoslav markets, 
taking 7.2 percent of total exports, 
and ranked sixth as a supplier of 
imports with 33 percent of the total. 
A further increase in Yugoslavia’s 
trade with the east is expected this 
year, following the conclusion of more 
extensive trade and credit agreée- 
ments with bloc countries. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Nicaraguan Coffee... 
(Continued from Page 4) 

the second consecutive year to provide 
for internal consumption needs of 
these basic food products in which 
the country was formerly self-suffi- 
cient. In an effort to encourage in- 
creased production of these commod- 
ities, the Government offered to buy 
the entire national production at 19.23 
cordobas a quintal for corn, and 41.66 
cordobas a quintal for beans, effective 
August 15, 1956. 

More than 300 head of purebred 
cattle were imported from the United 
States by air shipment during the 
quarter by the Institute of National 
Development. A total of over 700 head 
of purebred livestock has been pur- 
chased in the United States by the 
Institute in the past 18 months. 

The optimistic outlook for Nicara- 
gua’s industries reflected by the Live- 
stock and Industry Exposition held in 
February was further enhanced by the 
announcement that a Nicaraguan firm 
had purchased land for a new brew- 
ery for which 300 workers would be 
required for its construction and 1,000 
for operation. 

Refrigeration equipment reportedly 
yalued at $17,000 was imported from 
Denmark for installation in the nearly 
completed Managua meat slaughter- 
ing and chilling plant under construc- 
tion by the Nicaraguan Institute of 
National Development. The Institute 
had also completed financing arrange- 
ments for the construction of a second 
milk pasteurization plant in Leon, the 
country’s second city in size. 

A Managua textile plant ceased op- 
erations in February, releasing some 
300 workers. The plant owners indi- 
cated that they could no longer com- 
pete with cheap imports or with the 
production of the two other local 
textile plants. The principal product 
of the three plants has been low- 
quality-utility muslin. 


Construction Satisfactory 

The construction industry was op- 
erating at satisfactory levels during 
the quarter. Private construction was 
principally in residential building, 
while public works consisted princi- 
pally of new Customs offices and 
Warehouses, a repair hangar for the 
Nicaraguan Air Force at Las Mercedes 
Airport, and a 164-bed military hos- 
pital, all in the Managua area. Work 
continued also at the new Managua 
General Hospital. A third new hospital, 
the 30-bed Baptist Hospital, was ex- 
pected to begin operations in a month 
or two. 


A delegation of three Government 
economists represented Nicaragua at 
the meetings held in March by the 
United Nations’ Economic Commis- 
Sion for Latin America (ECLA) in 
Mexico, to study and discuss the pro- 
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posed draft of the Central American 
free-trade treaty. 


The port of Corinto, formerly oper- 
ated by the National Railway, was 
placed under the administration of a 
port authority, which will operate as 
an autonomous entity. At its first 
meeting in March the Corinto Port 
Authority decided to request a $2.8- 
million loan from the World Bank to 
cover the expected foreign-exchange 
costs of a rehabilitation program for 
the port. An additional 6 million to 
7 million cordobas will be required 
for local currency costs, and the en- 
tire Corinto rehabilitation project is 
expected to be completed within 2 
years after work is started. 


The new Nicaraguan Pacific port of 
Puerto Somoza, previously known as 
Tamarindo, was recognized in Febru- 
ary on an equal basis with other es- 
tablished Central American ports by 
WITAS, a European shipping confer- 
ence. The Managua office of Mame- 
nic, the Nicaraguan national steam- 
ship line, announced a stock issue of 
20,000 shares for public sale at 1,500 
cordobas a share. 


A newly formed television company 
announced the completion of arrange- 
ments for a 3-week television demon- 
stration in Managua in April by RCA. 
Since there are virtually no TV sets 
in Managua, RCA was expected to 
bring in and install several dozen sets 
on an experimental basis.—U. S. Emb., 
Managua. 





Peruvian Economy .. . 
(Continued from Page 3) 


Public Works inaugurated on April 24 
a suspension bridge of 217 meters in 
length across the Maranon River at 
Corral Quemado on the Olmos-Mara- 
non Highway route. Although not a 
long bridge, it is an important step in 
linking the northern Amazonian sec- 
tion of Peru with the seacoast. 


According to the press, 51 new pub- 
lic works already completed or nearing 
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completion will be inaugurated by the 
present Administration of Peru prior 
to the end of its term in July. These 
works include: 17 school buildings, the 
Employees’ Social Security 
the Military Hospital in Lima, pom 
Ministry of Education building, 
grain elevator at Callao, 8 dwalting 
units in various cities, improvements 
in 9 airports, and other minor projects. 
The Director General of Industries 
and Electricity has signed a contract 
with a French technical mission of 
L’Electricite’ de France for the latter 
to conduct a complete survey of elec- 
trification of Peru. It is 
that this survey will not affect in any 
way the Government’s policy of en- 
couraging private enterprise to ex- 
pand and participate in electric util- 
ities, although French equipment may 
be favored for small municipal plants 
as a result of the impending survey 
and special financing arrangements 
offered by the French.—U. 8S. Emb., 
Lima. 





Coffee Prices... 
(Continued from Page 5) 


Junior Chamber of Commerce, also 
visited El Salvador. 


El Salvador participated in the 
Managua meeting of the Ministers of 
Economy of the Central American 
States, and in the discussions in 
Mexico City in March leading to 
formulation of a multilateral Central 
American Trade Agreement. 


By the énd of March, transfer of 
unspent funds from the 1955 appro- 
priations brought authorized expendi- 
tures under the 1956 section of the 2- 
year budget to US$63.4 million. This 
figure is well within the limit of esti- 
mated available funds — carryover 
plus conservatively estimated 1956 
receipts—continuing the traditional 
Salvadoran policy of a balanced bud- 
get. 


Exchange Holdings Up 

At the end of February, total gold 
and foreign-exchange holdings of the 
Central Bank, commercial banks, and 
the Compania Salvadorena de Cafe 
were US$58,716,000, compared with US- 
$40,412,000 on February 28, 1955. Total 
loans and discounts of the Central 
Bank and of commercial banks were 
US$22,152,400 and US$63,744,800 re- 
spectively, compared with US$14,789,- 
600 and US$49,631,200 at the end of 
February 1955. 

The Central Bank’s level of “certifi- 
cates of participation” outstanding 
increased from US$1.1 million on De- 
cember 31, 1953, to US$4.2 million on 
December 31, 1955. The increased pop- 
ularity of these certificates, which 
permit an investor to participate in 
the Central Bank’s investment port- 
folio, is another indication of the trend 
toward development of a larger local 
market for obligations of this nature. 


17 








\ 
i 


OS. 


hie 


ar 
waa Soe 


~ er ea 





WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 








WORLD TRADE © 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 


Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Infor- 
mation Service. 


WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy- 
to-read type, are arranged in four 
convenient “packages”: 


Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad) ; Part 2, Opera- 
tions Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if 
mailed abroad); Part 3, Statistical 
Reports ($6 a year, $7.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 4, Utilities Abroad ($3 
a year; $4 if mailed abroad). 

Subscriptions for the World Trade 
Information Service may be placed 
with U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices or with the Superintend- 
ent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Remittances payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents should accom- 
pany subscriptions. 


Copies of individual reports also 
may be purchased from the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices or the Superin- 
tendent of Documents. 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 

Economic Reports 

Economic Developments in Bolivia, 
1955. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-41. 6 pp. 
10 cents. 

Operations Reports 

Licensing and Exchange Controls— 
Yugoslavia. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-45. 
3 pp. 10 cents. 

Patent and Trademark Regulations 
of Chile. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-46. 
2 pp. 10 cents. 

Statistical Reports 
World Trade Review as of April 


1956. WTIS, Part 3, No. 56-17. 11 pp. 
20 cents. 














France’s winter wheat crop was 
damaged heavily by the February cold 
wave, according to the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 

Spring wheat acreage is not ex- 
pected to exceed 1.2 million acres, as 
March cold weather retarded land 
preparation for seeding. 

Current season exports also are 
being curtailed because of the poor 
outlook for the 1956 crop. 


By Books 
““ Reports 


Nationalism and Progress in Free 
Asia. Baltimore, Md. The John 
Hopkins Press, 1956. 394 pp. $5.75. 


This survey of the problems and 
prospects of the free countries in 
Southeast Asia is the result of a two- 
part conference held in 1955 under 
the auspices of the Johns Hopkins 
School of Advanced International 
Studies. 

The facts and opinions derived from 
this meeting of East-West experts 
cover the history of the area, natural 
resources, the economy, and internal 
politics. The relations of South and 
Southeast Asian countries with the 
United States, Western Europe, and 
the communist world are discussed, as 
well as the aspirations of the peoples 
of Free Asia. 


Libya, the New Arab Kingdom of 
North Africa. Henry S. Villard, 
Ithaca, New York. Cornell Univer- 
sity Press, 1956. 169 pp. $2.75. 


A present-day account of the polit- 
ical and economic problems of Libya, 
this book sketches the author’s im- 
pressions of the country and its lead- 
ers drawn from his first-hand experi- 
ence as U. S. Minister to Libya in 
1952-54. 

The new kingdom’s background— 
both fact and legend—is described, 
as well as Arab towns of scenic or 
historical interest. 

A number of photographs illustrate 
the book. 





Yugoslav Foreign... 
(Continued from Page 5) 

28 percent in 1954. Of 1955 imports, 
$108 million worth was covered by 
U. S. aid, as against $82 million in 
1954. Tripartite aid, provided by the 
United States, Great Britain, and 
France, amounted to $115 million and 
as in previous years covered a little 
over one-fourth of Yugoslavia’s im- 


rts. 

Trade with Italy showed a particu- 
larly marked increase in 1955, and 
Italy displaced Germany as the fore- 
most market for Yugoslav exports. 
Imports from Germany fell off less 
than exports, and Germany remained 
in second place as a supplier, with 
Italy in third place. 

The most striking shift in Yugo- 
slavia’s foreign-frade pattern has 
been in the expansion of trade with 
the Soviet bloc countries. In the first 
full year of trade with the bloc since 
the Cominform break in 1948, Yugo- 
slavia exported goods valued at more 
than $34 million to bloc countries, and 
imported goods in the amount of $32 





French Perfume Industry 


Data Published 


Guide des Industries de la 
Parfumerie, 1955-56, a compre- 
hensive directory of perfume 
manufacturers, wholesalers, and 
related trades, has been pub- 
lished by Editions Publi-Guid, in 
Paris. 

The directory includes general 
information on the industry; 
lists of producers of raw mate- 
rials; manufacturers of cosmetic 
products; suppliers of materials, 
furnishings, and accessories for 
beauty shops and perfumers; 
trademarks covering perfumes, 
beauty products and toilet ar- 
ticles; wholesalers of perfumes, 
materials, accessories, and dis- 
tributors; and beauty salons. 

A copy of the Guide, printed 
in French, is available for re- 
view in the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U.S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., or it may be obtained from 
the publisher at 45 rue de Mau- 
beuge (9°), Paris. 











British Directory Gives 


Electrical Industry Data 


The BEAMA Catalogue, 1955-56 
(third edition of the directory of the 
British Electrical and Allied Manufac- 
turers’ Association, Inc.), an illus- 
trated directory of the electrical in- 
dustry in Britain, contains sections on 
electrical power plants, electrical 
equipment in industry, transport and 
communications, domestic and com- 
mercial electrical appliances and in- 
stallations, five-language glossary and 
indexes, a classified buyers’ guide, a 
directory of members, and a catalog 
index. 

A copy of the BEAMA catalog is 
available for review in the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C.; oO 
it may be obtained from the publisher, 
lliffe & Sons, Ltd., Dorset House, 
Stamford Street, London, S. E. 1. 





million. Trade with the bloc made up 
nearly 14 percent of total exports, 
and 7.5 percent of imports. 

The U. S. S. R. was fifth in im- 
portance among all Yugoslav markets, 
taking 7.2 percent of total exports, 
and ranked sixth as a supplier of 
imports with 33 percent of the total 
A further increase in Yugoslavia’s 
trade with the east is expected this 
year, following the conclusion of more 
extensive trade and credit agree- 
ments with bloc countries. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Nicaraguan Coffee... 
(Continued from Page 4) 

the second consecutive year to provide 
for internal consumption needs of 
these basic food products in which 
the country was formerly self-suffi- 
cient. In an effort to encourage in- 
creased production of these commod- 
ities, the Government offered to buy 
the entire national production at 19.23 
cordobas a quintal for corn, and 41.66 
cordobas a quintal for beans, effective 
August 15, 1956. 

More than 300 head of purebred 
cattle were imported from the United 
States by air shipment during the 
quarter by the Institute of National 
Development. A total of over 700 head 
of purebred livestock has been pur- 
chased in the United States by the 
Institute in the past 18 months. 

The optimistic outlook for Nicara- 
gua’s industries reflected by the Live- 
stock and Industry Exposition held in 
February was further enhanced by the 
announcement that a Nicaraguan firm 
had purchased land for a new brew- 
ery for which 300 workers would be 
required for its construction and 1,000 
for operation. 

Refrigeration equipment reportedly 
yalued at $17,000 was imported from 
Denmark for installation in the nearly 
completed Managua meat slaughter- 
ing and chilling plant under construc- 
tion by the Nicaraguan Institute of 
National Development. The Institute 
had also completed financing arrange- 
ments for the construction of a second 
milk pasteurization plant in Leon, the 
country’s second city in size. 

A Managua textile plant ceased op- 
erations in February, releasing some 
300 workers. The plant owners indi- 
cated that they could no longer com- 
pete with cheap imports or with the 
production of the two other local 
textile plants. The principal product 
of the three plants has been low- 
quality-utility muslin. 


Construction Satisfactory 

The construction industry was op- 
erating at satisfactory levels during 
the quarter. Private construction was 
principally in residential building, 
while public works consisted princi- 
pally of new Customs offices and 
Warehouses, a repair hangar for the 
Nicaraguan Air Force at Las Mercedes 
Airport, and a 164-bed military hos- 
pital, all in the Managua area. Work 
continued also at the new Managua 
General Hospital. A third new hospital, 
the 30-bed Baptist Hospital, was ex- 
pected to begin operations in a month 
or two. 

A delegation of three Government 
economists represented Nicaragua at 
the meetings held in March by the 
United Nations’ Economic Commis- 
Sion for Latin America (ECLA) in 
Mexico, to study and discuss the pro- 
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posed draft of the Central American 
free-trade treaty. 


The port of Corinto, formerly oper- 
ated by the National Railway, was 
placed under the administration of a 
port authority, which will operate as 
an autonomous entity. At its first 
meeting in March the Corinto Port 
Authority decided to request a $2.8- 
million loan from the World Bank to 
cover the expected foreign-exchange 
costs of a rehabilitation program for 
the port. An additional 6 million to 
7 million cordobas will be required 
for local currency costs, and the en- 
tire Corinto rehabilitation project is 
expected to be completed within 2 
years after work is started. 


The new Nicaraguan Pacific port of 
Puerto Somoza, previously known as 
Tamarindo, was recognized in Febru- 
ary on an equal basis with other es- 
tablished Central American ports by 
WITAS, a European shipping confer- 
ence. The Managua office of Mame- 
nic, the Nicaraguan national steam- 
ship line, announced a stock issue of 
20,000 shares for public sale at 1,500 
cordobas a share. 

A newly formed television company 
announced the completion of arrange- 
ments for a 3-week television demon- 
stration in Managua in April by RCA. 
Since there are virtually no TV sets 
in Managua, RCA was expected to 
bring in and install several dozen sets 
on an experimental basis.—U. S. Emb., 
Managua. 





Peruvian Economy... 
(Continued from Page 3) 


Public Works inaugurated on April 24 
a suspension bridge of 217 meters in 
length across the Maranon River at 
Corral Quemado on the Olmos-Mara- 
non Highway route. Although not a 
long bridge, it is an important step in 
linking the northern Amazonian sec- 
tion of Peru with the seacoast. 


According to the press, 51 new pub- 
lic works already completed or nearing 
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completion will be inaugura 
present Administration of Pe 
to the end of its term in July. 
works include: 17 school buildings, the 
Employees’ Social Security 
the Military Hospital in Lima, the 
Ministry of Education building, the 
grain elevator at Callao, 8 dwelling 
units in various cities, im 
in 9 airports, and other minor projects. 
The Director General of Industries 
and Electricity has signed a contract 
with a French technical mission of 
L’Electricite’ de France for the latter 
to conduct a complete survey of elec- 
trification of Peru. It is expected 
that this survey will not affect in any 
way the Government’s policy of en- 
couraging private enterprise to ex- 
pand and participate in electric util- 
ities, although French equipment may 
be favored for small municipal plants 
as a result of the impending survey 
and special financing arrangements 
offered by the French.—U. 8S. Emb., 
Lima. 





Coffee Prices... 
(Continued from Page 5) 


Junior Chamber of Commerce, also 
visited El Salvador. 


El Salvador participated in the 
Managua meeting of the Ministers of 
Economy of the Central American 
States, and in the discussions in 
Mexico City in March leading to 
formulation of a multilateral Central 
American Trade Agreement. 


By the nd of March, transfer of 
unspent funds from the 1955 appro- 
priations brought authorized expendi- 
tures under the 1956 section of the 2- 
year budget to US$63.4 million. This 
figure is well within the limit of esti- 
mated available funds — carryover 
plus conservatively estimated 1956 
receipts—continuing the traditional 
Salvadoran policy of a balanced bud- 
get. 


Exchange Holdings Up 


At the end of February, total gold 
and foreign-exchange holdings of the 
Central Bank, commercial banks, and 
the Compania Salvadorena de Cafe 
were US$58,716,000, compared with US- 
$40,412,000 on February 28, 1955. Total 
loans and discounts of the Central 
Bank and of commercial banks were 
US$22,152,400 and US$63,744,800 re- 
spectively, compared with US$14,789,- 
600 and US$49,631,200 at the end of 
February 1955. 

The Central Bank’s level of “certifi- 
cates of participation” outstanding 
increased from US$1.1 million on De- 
cember 31, 1953, to US$4.2 million on 
December 31, 1955. The increased pop- 
ularity of these certificates, which 
permit an investor to participate in 
the Central Bank’s investment port- 
folio, is another indication of the trend 
toward development of a larger local 
market for obligations of this nature. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





French Government To Study Lag 
In Machine-Tool Production 


The French Ministry of Industry and Commerce is undertaking a 
comprehensive survey of France’s machine-tool industry. 

The study follows a warning from the National Accounts Committee 
that machine-tool production in France is inadequate to meet the rate 


of economic expansion. 

Imported machine tools account for 
one-third of total machine investment 
in French enterprises, approximately 
the same proportion as in the prewar 
period. The French seek to improve 
the industry’s competitive position in 
the face of progressively liberalized 
imports from other Western European 
countries. 

The experts believe that France’s 
progress in machine-tool production 
is inadequate compared with that of 
other major powers. Germany and 
the United Kingdom, the principal 
European producers of machine tools, 
maintain a production level more than 
three times as high as that of France. 
Production expansion in the French 
industry in the past 2 years has been 
slow, compared with the rapid overall 
expansion of French industry. 

Annual production of the French 
machine-tool industry, comprising 
metalworking machinery as well as 
the U. S. category of machine tools, 
is almost 40,000 metric tons. Its an- 
nual turnover is around 40) billion 
francs. Metalworking machinery rep- 
resents about one-third of the total. 
The production index for the industry 
as a whole was 158 in mid-1955 (1938— 
100), representing slow recovery from 
the mid-1954 recession level of 148. 
The postwar production peak was at- 
tained during the Korean boom of 
1952, when the index reached 180. 


600,000 Tools in Use 


Approximately 600,000 machine 
tools are estimated to be in use in 
France, of which 35 percent are less 
than 10 years old; 15 percent, 10-20 
years old; and 50 percent, more than 
20 years old. These preliminary es- 
timates were developed by a French 
Government research team in connec- 
tion with the Second Modernization 
Plan, but await confirmation by re- 
sults of the more comprehensive study. 

Experts believe the average age of 
French machine tools is too high— 
15-20 years—to meet requirements of 
the expected industrial expansion 
phase. The French machine-tool in- 
dustry must expand to meet demand 
for renewal of obsolescent equipment, 
and to equip French factories with 
modern machines required by new 
manufacturing techniques. 

About 24 percent of French produc- 
tion of machine tools and 18 percent 
of metalworking machinery is ex- 
ported. Exports of both categories in 





1954 totaled 13,000 metric tons, valued 
at $27 million. In the first 11 months 
of 1955, they amounted to 12,000 met- 
ric tons, valued at $25 million. About 
one-fourth of the total value went 
to French Oversea Territories. Spain 
and the United Kingdom were prin- 
cipal foreign markets, followed by 
Poland, Belgium, and Italy. Exports 
have dimished in the past years de- 
spite Government subsidies. 


High Prices a Deterrent 


The competitive position of the 
French industry, in foreign trade as 
on the domestic market, is hampered 
by relatively high prices. Factors con- 
tributing to the price disparity are 
higher French labor costs and social 
charges and higher French prices for 
cast iron. Mass production has not 
been developed in the French in- 
dustry, because of the limited domes- 
tic market, as in Germany or the 
United Kingdom, and unit costs con- 
sequently are higher. 


French exports of machine tools 
and metalworking machinery to the 
United States in the first 11 months 
of 1955 totaled 181 tons, valued at 
$613,000, compared with $726,000 in 
the comparable period of 1954. 


The United States ranks second— 
after Germany—as a supplier of 
French imports of machine tools and 
metalworking machinery. In the past 
2 years, the United States supplied a 
little less than one-third of total 
French imports in this category. Im- 
ports from the United States in Janu- 
ary-November 1955 were valued at 
$17.6 million, compared with $17.4 
million for the full year 1954. 


The French machine-tool industry 
comprises about 205 manufacturers, 
130 producing machine tools and 175 
metalworking machiney. Of the ma- 
chine tool concerns, 20 account for 
about 70 percent of production, and 
6 account for almost 46 percent. Of 
the metalworking machinery pro- 
ducers, 15 account for about 65 per- 
cent of production. Only 5 of the 
machine-tool manufacturers employ 
more than 500 persons; 8 employ 250- 
500 persons; 15, 100-250; and 30, 50- 
100. 

The largest concentration of French 
machine-tool plants is in the Paris 
area, which contains about 65 of the 
plants and 45 percent of the labor 
force. About 25 plants and 15 percent 


British Still-Camera 


Deliveries Increase 


British manufacturers of still-pic- 
ture cameras made deliveries in 1955 
valued at £2,220,000 (£1—US$2.80), 
compared with £2,088,000 in the cor- 
responding period of 1954, according 
to the latest British figures compiled 
by the Scientific, Motion Picture, and 
Photographic Products Division of 
the Business and Defense Services 
Administration, U. S. Department of 
Commerce. 

This amount represents an increase 
of 6.3 percent over 1954 and 16.4 per- 
cent greater than 1953 deliveries. 

Deliveries of still-picture cameras 
by British producers in the period 
1948-55 are given in yearly figures, 
and for 1951-55 by quarters, based 
on monthly averages. 





[In £1,000] 
Dt ensenune 1,368 ns! <ceneeee 1,548 
 ~ae opeeus 1,980 Bee cécqpeet 1,908 
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Canadian Leather Footwear 
Production Up in January 


Canadian leather footwear produc- 
tion in January 1956 amounted to 
3,444,619 pairs, an increase of 424,165 
pairs over the preceding month and 
601,828 pairs over January 1955. 

Footwear output for December 1955 
totaled 3,020,454 pairs and 2,842,791 
pairs in January 1955. 

January 1956 production of footwear 
with leather soles amounted to 1,322,- 
713 pairs, or 38.4 percent of the total. 
In January 1955, 955,575 pairs—33.6 
percent of total output—were manu- 
factured with leather soles. 


Shoe production by type in January 
1956, with January 1955 figures in pa- 
rentheses, was as follows: Men’s, 814,- 
706 pairs (595,190) ; boys’, 108,201 pairs 
(98,440) ; youths’, 25,281 pairs (30,791); 
women’s and growing girls’, 1,644,210 
pairs (1,402,019); misses’, 358,117 pairs 
(266,754) ; children’s and little gents’, 
254,233 pairs (232,444); and babies’ 
and infants’, 239,871 pairs (217,153). 


Factories in operation in January 
1956 totaled 262, located as follows: 
Newfoundland, 1; Nova Scotia, 2; New 
Brunswick, 3; Quebec, 156; Ontario, 
88; Manitoba, 6; and British Colum- 
bia, 6. 





of the workers were in southwest 
France in the Lyon-Grenoble-St. Eti- 
enne area, the remaining plants be 
mostly in the north and east.—u. 5. 
Emb., Paris. 
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Output of TV Sets 
Expands in Italy 


Italian production of television sets 
in the first 8 months of 1955 totaled 
70,000, compared with 100,000 for the 
entire year 1954. 

Italian manufacturers became less 
dependent in 1955 on imports of com- 
ponent parts, such as picture tubes, 
by making some progress in this field. 

The expansion of the television net- 
work and the development of regu- 
jar programing is stimulating the 
growth of the television-manufactur- 
ing industry. 

The television and radio industry is 
concentrated almost entirely in Milan 
and surrounding areas. 

Public interest in radio sets was re- 
portedly stimulated by new models, as 
well as lower prices. 

About 180,000 television receivers 
were registered in Italy as of Decem- 
ber 31, 1955, and almost 6 million 
radio sets at the close of 1954.—U. 8. 
Cons. Gen., Milan; USIS, Bonn. 





Feature-Film Releases in 
Argentina Fewer in 1955 


Motion-picture feature films ex- 
hibited in Argentina in 1955 totaled 
335, compared with 368 in 1954, with 
most of the decline registered in the 
number of U. S. films released. 

A total of 196 U. S. films were re- 
leased in 1955, whereas in 1954 the 
total was 234. 

The number of Argentine produc- 
tions released in 1955 totaled 43, the 
Same as in 1954. Releases from Italy, 
France, Russia, and West Germany 
were at about the same level in 1955 
and 1954; however, a drop occurred 
in the number of British and Spanish 
films released. 





French Firm Introduces New 
Dauphine-Sport Automobile 


The Renault automobile firm has 
introduced the new Dauphine-Sport 
Car, a 2-passenger, 2-door convertible, 
designed to compete with the Volks- 
Wagen sports model. 

The new model has a plastic body 
and low lines, closely resembling the 
Volkswagen, and will sell for 650,000 
francs (350 francs—US$1). 

Three months ago Renault placed 
the new Dauphine on the market. 





Pakistan Kapok Mill Opens 


Pakistan’s first kapok mill, in Chit- 
tagong, East Pakistan, was expected 
to begin production by April. 

Although the mill has a capacity of 
200 tons a month, initial monthly pro- 


duction is expected to be about 100 
tons. 
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W. German Camera Output Still Up 


West German production of still- 
picture cameras in the first quarter of 
1956 totaled 748,584 cameras, compared 
with 736,951 cameras in the corre- 
sponding period of 1955, according to 
the latest official German figures 
compiled by the Scientific, Motion 
Picture, and Photographic Products 
Division of the Business and Defense 
Services Administration, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

These totals represent increases of 
16 percent and 1.6 percent, respec- 
tively, over the corresponding period 
of 1954 and 1955. Special cameras for 
technical and _ scientific purposes 
showed a substantial gain, increasing 
from 1,347 cameras in the first quarter 


of 1955 to 3,284 cameras for the like 
period of 1956. .- 

Cameras for technical and scientific 
purposes constituted about four- 
tenths of 1 percent of German pro- 
duction in the first quarter of 1956. 
Production of “other cameras” con¢ 
sisted of the following: 15.1 percent 
for cameras priced over 300 German 
marks; 11 percent, over 150-300 
marks; 42.9 percent, under 150 marks; 
while box cameras accounted for 30.6 
percent (1 German mark=US$0.238). 

The number of still-picture cameras 
in the Federal Republic of Germany 
in the first 3 months of 1954, 1955, and 
1956 is given in the accom 
table. 


West German Production of Still-Picture Cameras 

















1956 First Quarter 
January February March 1 1956 1955 1954 

Special cameras .........++. 541 1,027 1,716 3,284 1,347 1,187 
Other cameras: ? 

Over 300 marks .......... 39,300 37,900 36,000 113,200 88,346 76,381 

Over 150-300 marks ....... 29,800 25,200 27,300 82,300 75,053 73,661 

Under 150 marks.......... 93,700 108,200 119,200 321,100 330,567 205,793 

Wom GHINOE  s dcosecce twas 82,600 82,000 64,100 228,700 241,638 288,395 

DEUS :- 3 Hig ss <s¥vetebiadd 245,941 254,327 248,316 748,584 736,951 645,417 


1 Preliminary—subject to change. 


2 Classifications by gross price in German marks at manufacturer’s level, effective April 1952. 
Source: Die Industrie der Bundes Republik Deutschland, Teil 2. 





Swedish Automobile Company 
Plans To Produce Larger Car 


Aktiebolaget Volvo, reported to be 
Sweden’s most important automobile 
manufacturer, will begin production 
early in 1957 of a 4-door passenger 
car model that will be larger, faster, 
and stronger than the present PV 444 
2-door model, the managing director 
announced. 

On the basis of current raw material 
costs, the new model will be priced 
at about 12,500 crowns (5.16 crowns—— 


‘US$1). 


Volvo plans to manufacture in 1957 
about 5,000 of the new type cars 
and approximately 45,000 of the PV 
444 model, compared with 30,000-35,- 
000 this year. 

The company is testing different 
motors, and current reports indicate 
that the new motor will have 4 cylind- 
ers like that of the PV 444 but will 
exceed the 51 horsepower of this 
model. 





U.S.-Austrian Rayon Fiber 


Firms Conclude Agreement 


Zellwolle Lenzing, A. G,., Austria’s 
only producer of rayon staple fiber, 
has concluded an agreement with the 
American Viscose Co, to achieve close 
cooperation, following a New York 
visit of the chairman of the board 
of directors. 

Under the new agreement, the 
American Viscose Co. will make its 
research results available to the Aus- 


trian firm and will permit the utiliza- 
tion of its patents in Austria. In re- 
turn, the American company will get 
a share of the Austrian firm’s profits. 
—U. S. Emb., Vienna. 

Negotiations between the two firms 
were announced in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, May 7, 1956, page 17. 


South African Dried-Fruit 
Packing Firms Consolidate 


South Africa’s principal dried-fruit 
packers, including more than a dozen 
firms, reportedly have sold their busi- 
nesses to the cooperative South Afri- 
can Dried Fruit Co., Ltd., of Worcester, 
Cape Province. Total assets involved 
are said to amount to £2 million. 

The merger is expected to effect 
economies and enable the South Afri- 
can dried-fruit industry to compete 
on world markets. Benefits. arising 
from the merger will result in in- 
creased production which will permit 
industry expansion. Only one packer 
will handle total dried-fruit produc- 
tion, but about 85 percent of South 
African dried fruit is controlled by 
the Dried-Fruit Board which fixes 
prices with approval of the Minister 
of Agriculture. — 

The South African dried-fruit in- 
dustry as merged, can adapt readily 
to changing market conditions, espe- 
cially in the export field. 

The United States may have to meet 
increased and more efficient compe- 
tition in export markets from South 
Africa in coming years. 
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U. §. Commercial Trade 
Reaches Alltime Peak 


Secretary of Commerce Sinclair 
Weeks issued the following statement 
at a news conference on May 24: 

It is fitting to note on the occasion 
of World Trade Week that total com- 
mercial trade of the United States for 
the first quarter of 1956 reached an 
alltime peak. And U. S. foreign trade 
continues to expand. 

Estimates for the latest period 
available, January-April 1956, show 
nonmilitary exports of the United 
States to the rest of the world totaled 
$5,368 million. This represents an in- 
crease of over 15 percent above the 
total for January-April 1955. 

Imports for the period January- 
March 1956, the latest period for which 
statistics are available, amounted to 
$3,221 million, a rise of more than 17 
percent over imports for January- 
March 1955. Exports for January- 
March 1956 totaled $3,929 million, an 
increase of 13 percent. 


Prospects Bright 

The healthy rise in the volume of 
American international commerce is 
a contributing factor to business ac- 
tivity and high employment at home 
and to world peace. Prospects are 
bright for more trade as the economies 
of the free nations continue to grow 
stronger. I believe that the United 
States would benefit substantially if 
Congress passes the Organization for 
Trade Cooperation. 

In my 35th Quarterly Report to the 
President and the Congress on export 
control operations, which I am trans- 
mitting today, U. S. commercial ship- 
ments to the U. 8S. S. R. and its Eu- 
ropean satellities in 1955, exclusive of 
flood relief shipments, are estimated 
at $5,732,000, compared with $2,893,000 
exported in 1954. License approvals to 
the bloc in the first quarter of 1956 
totaled $8,581,850, against $1,624,856 in 
the fourth quarter of 1955, and $4,- 


968,322 in the initial quarter of 1955. 

Our policy in respect to European 
Soviet bloc countries is clear. We are 
not lowering our military guard. We 
are not exporting to the Soviet bloc 
either goods of strategic significance 
or the technical data from which such 
goods could be produced. 

But we offer every opportunity for 
trade in peaceful goods. We will not 
join those who despair that the curse 
of war cannot »be held in check and 
that mankind has no better future 
than hate and fear and inevitable 
doom. We are willing to explore any 
avenue that might result in an ex- 
change of products in which the net 
balance is to our advantage and which 
can advance peace and goodwill 
among all peoples. 





Belgian Importer Denied 
U. S. Export Privileges 


Florent M. L. Schrijvers, an ex- 
porter-importer of Antwerp, Belgium, 
has been denied all U. S. export privi- 
leges for 2 years for unlawful trans- 
shipment of U. S.-origin boric acid 4 


tons of boric acid which Schrijvers 
had placed with his U. S. supplier 
under the same circumstances and 
also destined for transshipment to 
Hong Kong, was stopped before it left 
the United States. 

Schrijvers defended his actions on 
the grounds that he had obtained a 
Belgian export license to transship 
the material to Hong Kong. BFC con- 
tended that this did not relieve 
Schrijvers of his responsibility to 
abide by U. S. export regulations in 
disposing of U. S. goods. 

In reducing Schrijvers suspension, 
BFC took into account the fact that 
he promptly retrieved the first ship- 
ment from Hong Kong at his own ex- 
pense and cooperated with U. S. au- 
thorities during their investigation 
of his activities. 


The order prohibits Schrijvers, and 
any other person or firm with which 
he may be associated, from receiving 
or otherwise participating in U. S. 
export transactions, either directly or 
indirectly. The order further provides 
that no other person or firm may 


Hong Kong, the Bureau of Foreig A perform any act or service concerning 


Commerce has announced. 

The denial order, effective May 21, 
provides, however, that U. S. export 
privileges shall be restored to Schrijv- 
ers after 3 months on condition that 
he commit no further violation of 
U. 8. export controls. 

BFC charged that Schrijvers cer- 
tified, in support of an export license 
application submitted by his U. S. 
supplier for 50 tons of boric acid, 
that the material was to be used in 
Belgium and would not be disposed of 
in any other manner without advance 
approval from BFC. Relying on these 
assurances, BFC granted the license, 
but after Schrijvers received the 
boric acid at Antwerp in March 1955, 
he proceeded to carry out his true 
intention to transship all but 6 tons 
of the order to Hong Kong, without 
notifying either his supplier or BFC, 
and contrary to the antidiversion 
warning on the bill of lading. 

A second order for 50 additional 


U. 8S. exports which may benefit 
Schrijvers in any way without prior 
BFC approval. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Please enter my subscription for 
Foreign Commerce Weekly at $4.50 
a year ($6 to foreign addresses). 


Name 
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Mail to the nearest U. S$. Department of Com- 
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money order payable to the Superintendeat 
of Documents. 
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